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MINUTES 

OF THE ASSOCIATE SYNOD OF NORTH AMERI- 
CA, AT THEIR MEETING IN CANONSBURG, 
MAY, 11, 1831, AwD CONTINUED BY AD- 
JOURNMENT,BEING THEIR THIRTIETH AN- 
NUAL MEETING. ; 





The Synod met according to adjournment 
© and was constituted with prayer by the 
» Rev. James Martin, Moderator. 
MEMBERS PRESENT 
Of the Presbytery of Cambridge 
MINISTER. 
P. Miller, 
Of the Presbytery of Alian 
MINISTER 
James Martin. 
Of the Presbytery ef Phiiudelpiiu. 
MINISTER. 
W. M*‘Naughton,* 
Of the Presbytery of Carolina 
MINISTERS 
A. Anderson, 
A. Heron, 
a Wallace, 


James 


Vm. M. McElwee. 
Uj the Presbytery of Sian 
MINISTERS 


James Adams, 
James Templeton 
Saml. Wilson, 
N. Ingles* 
RULING 
prone Bain, 


ELDE! 


he Presbytery of Musking 

MINISTERS 

John Walker 

A. Isaac, 

Saml. Irvine, 

Thomes Hanne, 

D. M‘Lane, jr 

Joseph Clokey, 

Saml. Hindman, 

RULING ELDER‘ 
John Trimble. 
Alex. M‘Ketrick. 


Thos. Siiier, 

John Alexander, 

David Marshall. 

Of the Presbytery of Ohio 
MINISTERS 

D. M‘Lane, Sen: 

John Donaldson, 

“a N. Scroggs, 

Tsaac Beggs, 

David Imbrie,* 

David Goodwillie 

Alex. Murray,” 

M. Snodgrass.* 

RULING ELDER: 

Robt. Story, 

John Frew, 

Henry Crabb, 

Andrew Ingles 

Thomas M‘Bridée 

Of the Presbytery of Chartiers. 
MINISTERS. 
James Ramsay, D. D. 
W m. Wilson, 


-_—" Allison, 
+ nna. 
“4 renc! 


A. W a 
RULING ELDE} 

fohn M‘Ginnis, 
John Templeton 
James Lee, 

Thomas Hanna 
Wm. Pollock. 
James Brown. 


if the Presbytery of Allegheus 
MINISTERS. 
Joseph Scroggs, 


R. Bruce, pd. v.* 

H. Kirkland,* 

David Blair.* 

John Dickey,* 
RULING ELDERS 

John Pollock, 

Saml. Coon.* 





Wry. Henderson 








Those mavied thus (*) were not 
‘pening of Syacd 


present at ihe 





MINUTES 


. John Ken- 


4 Missionari¢ ; ordained, Messrs 
Jall and James M‘Carrell 


The minutes of the last year were read ; 
ifter which the following Committees were 
:ppointed, Viz: | 

Committee ot Supplies—Messrs. Miller, 
Martin, Anderson, Adams, Murray, Hanna, 
Dr. Ramsay, and J. Scroggs. 

On the Funds—Messrs. Miller and Bain. 

To Draught an Act for a Fast—Mess 
Anderson and Hindman 

Of Arrangement—Mess: 
a. Scroggs. 

Of Bills and Overturs Messrs. 
nan, Hanna é 


To transcribe the Minutes for the Press— 
Messrs. McElwe > and Tr m} t 
Agreed to have a rec ss till altel I yn 


The Moderator having preached from 
1 Cor. 1. 21. 
by the fooli to save them 
that believe ;”? the Synod proceeded to call 
for papers, when the report of the 


(last clause, ) 


snness ol preaching 


j ‘ 1° } 
tery of the Carolinas was presented and rea 
as follows, and referred to the committ 
| 
bills and overtures: 
REPORI 
Of the Associate Presbytery of < lina 


Since the last meeting of Synod, some of our cons 
gregations have been c rably diminished by 
emigration, and greater diminuticn Is 
from the same cause 

Our vacancies have been refres 
of Messrs Wallace and Bruce: Me 
McLane did not appear 

The call to Mr. J. Banks from the united Associ- 
ate congregations of Bethany, &c. formerly reported, 
was presented and accepted. [lis ordination was 
appointed, but preven:ed by 


OnSs1G 





ed | y the lat 


ssis Gordon and 


his sickness 


A callto Mr James C. Bruce from the united As- 
sociate congregations of Gilead, Cambri N 
Sterling and Virgin Spring has been sustained; and 
itis earnestly requested of Synod to send him as 
soon as possible i } ») our in { { 


be presented 

As formerly reported, this Presbytery bad institu 
ted a process against the Rev John Mushat on v- 
eral charges: 1. of co ction with the Mascuni¢ - 
ciety. 2. of contempt of t 
Church. 3. of desertion of the holy mir 
neglecting its duties and « ngavging 
law After due observance of the forms of 
and trial, and Mr. Mushat having added Wwacs 
to his other offences, Presbytery did, at their 
ing in October last, suspend him from the conmmun- 
ion of the church, and depose him from the office of 


nne 


mtcet- 


the holy ministry. The advice of Synod is request- 
ed respecting further process in his case 

After examination we find n > gre ind for the char 
made in Synod in 1829, against our members 1 pect- 
ing slavery 

We are still unable to coat on the testimony of 


Original Seceders, as we have not yet seen it. 

We would approve of he choice of two profes- 
sors in the ‘Theological Seminary if the funds would 
warrant the measure; but we think they will not at 
present. We also think tbat the professor or profes- 
sors should not be without pastoral charge, if such 
connection be practicable. 

We adhere to our report of last year on the subject 
of slavery, and we trust you will give this important 
matter a dispassionate pace yw Your decision 

Will bo the rise ot fell of many in Israe’ 


yy SYNODV, © 





Presbytery have taken measures, in compliance 
with the Synod’s order, respecting a census of the 
slaves belonging to members of our communion—for 
particulars, we refer Synod to a separate report. 

The Synod are well aware that it is of great im- 
porti ince to the interests of our vacancies jto have 
the missionaries sent among them atas early a sea- 
son of the year as practicable. We hope, that in 
making your allotments, you will favour us,in this 
respect, ws much as possible. 

In consequence of the weakness of some of our 
Vacant congregations, we sometime ago adopted the 
plan of raising a Presbyterial fund, for the purpose 
of securing areasonable compensation to the mis 
sionaries who are sent to labor among us. After de- 
ducting all necessary expenditures for this purpose, 
a small balan ce remains on hand which we haye or- 
dered to be applied to the Synod’s fund 

Presbytery wish the Synod to consider the ques- 
tion, whether it would not be expedient and proper 
to hold its sessions in the Autumn, instead of the 
sprin ¥ S€a@s50hl 

Application has been made by guardians for the 
baptism of their wards, but in compliance with the 
decision of Syuod the ‘privilege bas been denied. 
As we are not altogether satisfied that it is scriptu- 
ral to restrict the ordinance of Baptism to the off- 
spring of professing parents, withdue deference to 
the mind of Synod already expressed, we humbly 
ask a reconsideration of this question. As Baptism 
occupies the place of circumcision, we are not as- 
sured that it should not be administered also to all 
the houschold of such professed believers as could 
assume all the engagements appropriate to this ordi 
hance 

‘he followin 


¢ question of practical and present 


importance is referred to the Synod for decision :— 
Should the children of a bond-servant, in full com- 
munion with us, be baptized, while his wife and 
children are net under his own authority, the an 
thority of his master, or that of a master belonging 


to our communion ! 
ANDREW HERON, 
McErtwesr, 
ect to 


by the Synod's 


Moderator. 
Clerk, pro. tem. 

the censxs of the slaves required 
order of last year, the following sta- 


tistical table will show the progress which we have 
mat but owing to the vagucness of the resolution 
as it appears onthe printed minutes, we are upabl 
to fill the table with any uniformity, the members 


having taken different views of the Synod’s inten- 
ct to those who attend family wor- 
port very definitely. The y have 


) 


e of altending, and they are required t 


lh até 
res} 


‘ loubtless many are not regular in their 
t ilu 
Su8%|. .je2 > “= 
Cong : fe esklesis sit 
mw- iS FISSic B'S & 
=ZKQIS |O ZO Sim & 
~~ 
Vr. Heron, } _—a = 
Eber 4 aha fim 
ber Ridge. 97 199: 6 | 64 
Myr. Ketchen 
Shiloh & Neiley’s Creek.! BE5* } 
Mer Anderson ’ } i 
Steel C ieek & Beth iny. ya 9 G9 S [ 157 





Smyri & : 
00 
AT 
: 
Sharon and }57 t 
\ ‘tor of . aie, Leto — % I 
£ it Ci Se >. > 10f Lhe abselce OF it 


on motion laid on the 


table: hi vas sustained. 


[cxcuses for the absence of Messrs. Ketc! 


Carson was read, and 


s excuse y 


» ] Y 
en and Beveridge were also offered and sus- 


- 





erwve oreegrl 


| 


o 
Ps 


he 





A comniunication was received from Mr. 
Stephen McKeene of Steel Creek, N. Car- 
olina, informing the Synod that a legacy of 
$150 has been left by the will of Mrs. Ma- 
ry L. Whitesides, deceased, the interest of 
which is to be applied to the Western The- 
ological Seminary. This communication was 
on motion referred to the committee on the 
funds. 

The committee appointed to confer with 
the Rev P. Bullions relative to his taking 
appointments, reported a letter received from 
him in answer to their official communication, 
which was on motion referred to a select 
committee, consisting of Messrs. Walker, 
Allison, and D. McLane, Sen. 

Adjourned till 9 o’clock to-morrow morn- 
ing. 


Closed with prayer. 


Tuvurspay, May 12. 

The Synod met and was opened with 
prayer. 

Members present as above, together with 
Messrs. F. W. McNaughton of the Presby- 
tery of Philadelphia, D. Imbrie and A. Mur- 
ray of Ohio, and N. Ingles of the Presby- 
tery of Miami, Ministers ; and Samuel Coon, 
ruling elder, from the Presbytery of Alleg- 
heny. 

The minutes of the former sitting being 
read and approved, Mr. McNaughton was 
on motion added to the committee of sup- 
plies. 

The Rev. 


Moderator. 


James Adams was chosen 


The rules of procedure in the Book of 


Discipline were read, alter which the com- 
inittee of arrangement reported and their re- 
port was adupted. 

The report of the Presbyteries of Alba- 
uy, Cambridge and Philadelphia, were giv- 
en in and read as follows: 

REPORT 
Of the Associate Presbytery of Albany 

Agreeably to the appointment of Synod, the As- 
sociate Presbytery of Albany met for the first time, 
at Johustown, on the 21st of July last; aud after ser- 
mon by the Rev. A. Stark from Col i 28. was 
by him acting a3 moderator, constituted with prayer. 
On the same day the Rev. John G, Smart was in- 
stalled in the pastoral charge of the Associate con- 
gregation of Johnstown : 

Ata meeting of Pre<bytery in October following, 
a petition for supply of sermon, was granted to cer- 
tain individnals in the city of New York not in our 
comnunion, which persons, together with others, 
lave since that time been organized into a congrega- 
tion, under the title of the Second Associate Con- 
gregation of the city of New York 

Atthe same meeting the Rev. Duncan Stalker 
from the United Associate Synod of Scotland, was 
received as a minister into our communion after 
having preached before Presbytery, and expressed 
his adherenceto the subordinate standards of our 
i emolored with much 


‘ ies S4uUcle 
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acceptance among our vacancies. At Wwe same meet- 
ing Mr. John Easton was examined and admitted as 
a student of Divinity, and has since been pursuing 
his studies under the direction of Presbytery. 

The Presbytery have to complaiv to Synod, that 
Mr. Wa. Douthet left our bounds before he had ful- 
filled his appointments; with this exception the 
Presbytery ee received all the supply allotted tu 
them by Synod 

‘The Presbytery would humbly beseech the Synod 
to allow them a liberal portion of the supplies at 
their disposal. It is necessary that the new congre- 
gation in New York receive constant supply. And 
besides our other vacancies we have bad application 
for sermon from other places, where with proper Care 
and attentidn, congregations might be organized, 
but which as yet we have been under the necessity 
of neglecting. The Presbytery would especially 
urge upon the attention and sympathy of Synod the 
destitute condition of our vacancies in Canada. 
Their existence and prosperity depend upon the 
kindness manifested towards them by Synod, in 
sending them amore regular supply of a preached 
gospel. By orderof the Pres ey 
JOHN G SMART, Clerk. 

Since the above report was adupted, the congrega- 
tion of Bovina have called Mr. William Douthet,and 
the call bas been sustained by a gps Presbytery 
appointed for tbe purpose; and the subscriber has 
been authorised to communicate this information to 
the Synod. JAMES MARTIN, 

REPORT 
Of the Presbytery of Cambridge. 

Various changes have, in the course of divine 
Providence, occurred within our bounds since the 
last meeting of Syned. Some of these are of an af- 
flictive nature, calling especially to us in the minis- 
try to be ready to give in an account of our stew- 
aidship. 

Our reverend and venerable father, Mr. David 
Goodwillie, Sen. was removed by death in the 
month of August, being the 52d year of his minis- 
try. And the uffliction of his bereft congregatiou 
has been increased by the inability of his colleague 
and successor, Mr. Thomas Goodwillie, to continue 
the exercise of his ministry, through il) health, for 
the restoration of which he has been travelling in 
the South, where he stillis. And we regret to add 
thatour brother Mr. Irvine is fir the same cause 
obliged to leave his people for atime, being advised 
by sundry physicians to take a voyage to sea. 

In the month of June Me. William Pringle was 
ordained to the office of the holy mivistry, and in- 
stalled Pastor of the Associate Congregation of 
Ryegate. Inthe same month Mr. David Gordou 
was licensed to preach. ‘She preachers appointed 
into our bounds have generally fulfilled their ap- 
point-nents, with the exception of Mr. Douther, 
who was appointed two months in our bounds, but 
preached ouly three days, and only one of these ac- 
cording to appointment. And we wish Synod to 
understand, that although Mr. Thompson has been 
in our bounds and preached some time, yet we did 
refuse, 72 his presence, to give him any appoint- 
ments, directly or indirectly, and that his preaching 
was without our concurrence, because he was ap- 
pointed into the bounds of another Presbytery. We 
have been unable hitherto, for want of preachers 
and from our peculiar circumstances, to send any 
missionary to the eastern states; but alter diligent 
inquiry we are happy to state, that there is suffi- 
cient encouragement to take up five or six stations 
for preaching, and doubt not, if Synod would grant 
us a sufficent supply, that under the divine blessing 
we should succeed in disseminating the truths of ous 
holy profession in the country of the pilgrims. 

‘The north part of our congregation in Argyle has 


been erected into a separate congregation, and acts 








one to the list oi cus Vacancies, Under the name of 


North Argyle. A petition from the congregation of 
Salem was laid ow our table requesting us to use 
our endeavors to obtain for them, as speedily as 
nossible, Mr. David Gordon as a supply, and we 
hope the Synod will enable us to graut this request 
by appointing hima considerable time within our 
ounds, nore especial y as he is coming into our 
sunds so soon as his present appomtiments are fui- 
tiled, and will be on the groun?. 

Tuerefore it will appear, we hope, to Synod, tak- 

these circumstances into view, together with 
tue bad health of two of our brethren, to be for the 
interests of the church to appoint at least three 
preachers in our bounils tle year round. 

Attendance on public ordinances is respectful 
and encouraging—but while we are rot witheut 
some evidences that the Lordis amongst us, there 
is still much ground to fear that the word preached 
cues not profit very many, not being mixed with 
jaith in them that hear. 

Presbytery have taken measures to revive and 
ncrease fellowship meetings; as likewi 
the attention of congregations under their inspec- 

tion to the duty of covenanting, and ove cf them 
has it in imrfediate prospect, and we hope and pray 
that these scriptural means to revive evangelical 
religion and a love for the truth, will be followed 
with good effects. 

While we refrain from expressing any opinion as 
to the principles on which Temperance associat: 
are founded, or the measures they adopt to effect 
their purpose, we record it with gratitude to Divine 
Providence that there is a great reformation for the 
time being, in the abuse of intoxicating liquors 

We deemed it necessary to read from the pulpit, 
and publish in the Religious Monitcr, as will be 
seen, the Acts of the Secession church 
Mason Oath, and we are hajpy to perceive that 
other ecclesiastical bodies, by their acts and «lk 

ions, evince & favorable spirit to ouc long esta 
e:} principles on that subject. 

We have had the subject of !rofessorships refor- 

red by Synod to Presbyteries, Uidet COMSH it 9 





> 


igainst the 


and our opinion isthat there should be two Profes- 
sors, and that the Synod is able to support one of 
them without his having a clia i 
We are also of pinion that Sul-synoads, if 
division could be prc ly saa ve a 
great Conveniency, and would respectiuliy call ul 


attention of Synod to this matter. 
JAS. P. MILLER, Moderator. 


RoseaT M’Ciuevianp, Pdby. Clerk. 
.CPORT 
Of the Presby ry of Philadelohis 
é j 


‘the Presbytery have nothing very 
ymmunicate. While the brethren have f 
part, since last meeting, been enabled t 
facial duty, they have not been left destitute of 
some tokens of the promised presen 
vine Lord. Some increase of church members has 
taken place in different corgregations, although we 
cannot boast of large aces ssions. Indeed this re- 
port might not impoperly be filled up with matt 
of complaint and Jamentation, rather t! 
gratulation. Evidences of the prosp 
in our bounds are not so abundant as our hearts de- 
sire. While the tcuths of the @ mWaintain- 
ed among us, and ordinances dispensed in conformi 
ty to the unerring rule, we have cause to de 
the lukewarmmess and defect of zeal for the cause 
f Christ, which too generai!y prevail 
standing the importance of that cause, and the so- 
lemn obligations we are uider to promote it. 
ht grieves us to have such renewe occasion to 
-f ef nn the rroat nivrie ‘ , —s F 














} 
ospeia 
Guspei a 


cies, from tiie 5 Ui Lad supphy appeoimled to the 
eae € the failure of some of the preachers. Ne 
o¢ Myr. Thompson nor Mr. M’Lane fulfilled an, 
ee of their appoiutments ion our bounds, nor took 
any pains, so taras Presbytery knows, to inform 
the people, among whom the y were to serve, not ( 
expect them. Such culpable negligence appears t: 
ticnaud some strict proceeding in respect to the de- 
linguents. Whatcan be more discouraging to a 
people depending ou suppites, than such treatment 
We earnestly intreat the Synod to favour us wiiit 


as liberal supy Ty preachers as may be in thei 


power to grant. 
Mr. Jame ; Walla 








was licensed on 9h July 


On the question about Professorships, Presbytery 
is not prepared to offer an opinion, especially as 
b ' bers attend the present meeting. 

By order, 


W. M’'NAUGHTON, Moderator. 

On motion the report of the Presbytery 
of Albany was referred to the committee of 

supplies, and those of Cam ibridge and Phii- 
adelphia to the cornmittee of bill ls and over- 
tures and of ¢ supplie S. 

The report of the Treasurer at Philadel- 
phia was read and on motion referred to the 
committee on the funds. 

The committee ap pointed last year to ob- 
tain an act of incorporation re ported, and oa 
motion their report was referred to a select 


committee, consisting of Messrs. Murray, 
M , “1 a 
av ‘ 


tin and Mill r. 
ation was read informing the 
r He hnry of Argyle, 


‘ as i 
vVashineton county, NV. Y. late deceased. 


n d, by her last will, leit a legacy of $1500 
to t Theol il Seminary This pap 
was on motion referred to the commiittee on 
: 
the tut Se 
A representation: and petition from the 
Rha Aig mtgia oe 
Presbytery of ¢ uriage was read, prayin 
lor advice relative to a charge of erroi 
brought against the Rev. A. Bullions, p. p. 
1 1 ’ ’ ’ ’ . 
which Charge has Deen the subject of process 
a ae , , . (ae La 
DETOrE aia i fe very Ac OMpahyine 
“6d M & ying 
uocuments were alsoread. Said papers were 


n motion referred to a select committee con- 
Donnan and 


dalla 


Messrs. D. Goody 


ae al 
aSS, MINSLerS O1 Lhe 


ic and M. Snod- 
iesOy Lery of Ohio, 


appeared and tool: their seats. 


1 . . 7 
A paper on the subject of slavery, address - 
of tl . congregz- 
’ Massies Creek, was read and on mo- 


ed to Synod by a min norit 
tion of 
tion laid on the table 

Extracts from the minutes of the Presby- 
tery of Miami were read relative to a pro- 
test and appeal by James Buick from a de- 
cision of said P resbyte ry in his case. This 
subject was on motion referred to a selec 
committee, and the Presbytery of Miami 

. 


were ordere ] to fuyns r< 7: } ( commit tee Ww) i#T, 








és 


Min U2i.5 
all necessary uecolmpanyang papers. The 
committee to consist of Messrs. Allison, An- 
derson and McNaughton. 

The report of the Presbytery of Musk- 
ingum, Was given in and read as follows: 

REPORT 
Of the Presbytery of Muskingum. 

The state of our congreg:tions, settled and vacant, 
remains much the same as formesly reported. Two 
new congregations, the one in Seneca and ihe other 
in Richland Co., have been organized within the 
Jast year; these, together with some smaller vacan- 
cies pot yet organized or reported on our statistical 
table, require the special attention oi Presbytery, 
and increase the demand for some disposable aid 
from Synod. 

The appointments given your itinerant preachers 
in our bounds, have all been fulfilled, with one ex- 
ception; Mr. Horatio Thompson neither appeared 
nor gave any reason for his failure; we hope the 
Synod will inquire into the reasons of this delin- 
quency. 

According to order, Mr. James C. Bruce, having 
satifactorily performed the exercises assigned him, 
was licensed on the 30th June last. 

We earnest!y hope the Synod will, at its present 
session, come to some definitive conclusion on the 
subject of Slavery. The act of 1811 seems to have 
veen entirely inefficient for removing the evil. 
Whether this is owing to a defect in the act itself, 
or an unwillingness on the part of some to enforce 
it, We are not prepared to say ; in either case how- 
ever it is fairly a matter of inquiry. The Synod 
have certainly a right to know whether their act 
vas been enforced according to its true meaning and 

stent. Ife inquiry this should have been the case 
and the evil is neither removed nor diminished, the 
time has certainly arrived when some more effectu- 
#1 measures should be acopted for purging the 

vurch of this mournful evil. 

Respectfully submitted, 

By order of Presbytery. 
JOSEPH CLOKEY, Voderaior. 
ruos. Hanna, Pby. Clert:. 


This paper was on motion refered to the 
ommittee of bills and overtures. 


mg in the morning be 8 o’clock—that the 
hour of adjournment at the close of the fore- 
noon sederunt, be 12 o’clock—that the af- 
ternoon secerunt commence at half past 1 
o’clock and close at 6 P. M. 

Resolved, That the Synod hold a social 
meeting for the exercises of praise and pray- 
er this evening at half past 7 o’clock.— 
Messrs. S. Wilson and McCarrel were ap- 
pointed to lead in these exercises. 

The records of Presbyteries being called 
for, it was found that from the following 
Presbyteries no records were forwarded, 
viz: the Presbyteries of Cambridge, Alla- 
ny, Philadelphia and the Carolinas. 

The excuses of the Presbyteries of Al- 
bany and Philadelphia were sustained— 
those of Cambridge and the Carolinas were 
not sustained, and they were ordered to 





* s¥yNub id 
have their records forward at the next meet~- 
ing of Synod. Before calling on the other 
Presbyteries for their minutes the Synod ac- 
journed till half past 1 o'clock. 

Closed with prayer. 


HALF PAsT 1 Pp. m. 

The Synod met and was opened with 
prayer. 

Members present as above, together with 
the Rev. D. Blair of the Presbytery of Al- 
legheny. 

The minutes of last sitting were read and 
approved. 

Absentees from former sittings were cal- 
led upon to assign their reasons of absence. 
The reasons assigned by Messrs. Murray 
and Imbrie were not sustained. Those of 
Messrs. Goodwillie, Snodgrass, McNaugh- 
ton, Ingles and Blair, were sustained. 

Mr. M’Carrel asked leave of absence this 
evening, which was granted, and Mr. Good- 
willie was appointed to conduct the exercis- 
es of this evening in his room. 

Papers being called for, an official friend- 
ly letter from the Associate Reformed Sy- 
nod of New-York, signed by the Rev. Do- 
nald C. M’Laren, was read, and on motion 
referred to a select committee, consisting of 
Messrs. M’Lane, Sen. Anderson, and 
Heron. 

The Synod proceeded to call for the re- 
cords of the Presbyteries. Messrs. Walker, 
and M’Naughton were appvinted to review 
the records of the Presbytery of Chartiers 
—Messrs Goodwillie and Blair those of 
Muskingum—Messrs. J. Scroggs and Han- 
na those of Ohio. The records of the Pres- 
bytery of Miami were not brought forward, 
and their reasons were sustained. The 
Clerk of the Presbytery of Allegheny had 
not arrived. 

The subject of the Theological Seminary 
being the order of the day, the members of 
Synod were called upon to report what ex- 
ertions they had made for procuring funds. 

While this inquiry was progressing, Dr. 
Bruce appeared and took his seat. 

The following resolution was offered and 
adonted, viz: 

Resolved, That a committee be appoint- 
ed to prepare an address to the congrega- 
tions under the inspection of Synod, urging 
on them the necessity of contributing funds 
for the purpose of erecting the buildings for 
the Theological Seminary; and that dili- 
gence in collecting funds be enjomed en al! 
the members Messrs. Miller, Murray and 
Walker were appointed said committee. 








iw MINUTES OF 


On motion, resolved, that the further con- 
sideration of the business of the seminary be 
postponed till to-morrow —- 

The subject of the contemplated Bible 
and Tract Societies was then called up, and 
the report of the committee laid on the Sy- 
nod’s table last year was read. After con- 
siderable discussion the Building committee 
of the Theological Seminary presented a re- 
port, which was, on motion, laid on the ta- 
ble till to-morrow in the forenoon. The 
Synod adjourned till 8 o’¢lock to-morrow 
morning. 

Closed with prayer. 


Fripay, May 13. 

The Synod met and was opened with 
prayer. 

Members present as above. 

Read the minutes of last sitting. 

The report of the Presbytery of Char- 
tiers was read, as follows, and on motion 
referred to the committee of Bills and Over- 
tnres and also of Supplies. 


REPORT 
Of the Presbytery of Chartiers. 

The congregations within our bounds, both va- 
rant and settled, remain in much the same situa- 
tion they were last year, except that Noblesburgh, 
formerly a part of Mr. W. Wilson’s charge, has 
been disannexed from it, and is at present a yacan- 
cy. 

"In September last a call was moderated for the 
congregations of Service and King’s Creek for Mr. 
John Wallace, and sent on to the Presbytery of 
Miami, in whose bounds he was then preaching, 
according to the appointment of Synod. We un- 
derstand the call has not yet been presented to Mr. 
Wallace, and therefore is now to be disposed of as 
the Synod may judge proper. 

In January James Patterson and Henry H. Blair 
were admitted to the study of Divinity. 

The preachers appointed by Synod to be in our 
bounds last year, have all fulilled their appoint- 
ments except Mr. Rogers. The Presbytery of Mi- 
ami forwarded a petition for that part of Mr. Ro- 
gers’ time which was allotted the Presbytery of 
Chartiers by Synod ; which petition was not grant- 
ed. We had certaia information, (though not offi- 
cial,) that previously to their sending the petition, 
the Presbytery of Miami had sent Mr. Rogers as a 
missionary to the Illinois, &c. 

This Presbytery has nothing further to say re- 
speeting the Testimony of the Original Seceders 
than what was stated in their report on that sub- 
ject last year. 

It is hoped the Synod will consider our vacancies, 
and grant.as as liberal a supply as circumstances 
will permit. 

THOS. ALLISON, Moderator. 

Jas. Ramsay, Phy. Clerk. 


The committee of Bilis and Overtures pre- 
sented a report in reference to the fulfilment 
of Synodical appomtments by probationers, 
which on motion was recommitted. 

The Report of the Presbytery of Ohio 
was read, as follows, and on motion laid on 
the table 
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REPORT 
OF the Presbytery of Ohio. 

Our Congregations, generally, are in a prosperous 
condition. In every place the most refined errors, 
and in some, the most gross,and before, unheard of de- 
lusions bave been prevailing around them; but they 
have in almost every instance remained firm and un- 
wavering. In respect of practical religion, while 
some have been acting inconsistent with their pro- 
fession; we have reason to believe and rejoice, that, 
many others having received Christ Jesus the Lord, 
are engaged in walking in him 

Two calls for Mr. James Rodgers have been sus- 
tained by Presbytery. One from the congregations 
of Newcastle, Neshanock, and Prospect; the oth- 
er from the congregations of Scrubgrass, Silvercreek 
and Salem. A call has likewise been sustained for 
Mr. John Hindman from the congregations of New- 
ton, Windham and Palmyra; these calls are here~ 
with transmitted that they may be disposed of as 
Synod shall think proper. 

Owing to indisposition, Rev. John Kendall did 
not fulfil his appointments in our Presbytery. 

The Members of our Presbytery have, generally, 
been endeavoring to instruct their people in the duty 
of covenanting, with a view of bringing them to eu- 
gage in it as soon as convenient. 

A charge has been exhibited against Rev. Samuel 
M’Lane which has been acted on by Presbytery, and 
against a vote in the case a member of Presbytery 
has protested and appealed to Synod. The papers 
connected with which will be presented to Synod in 
dne time. 

Notwithstanding what has been urged by our 
brethren of the sonth relative to slavery, we still 
= that measures may be devised for its total abo- 

ition. 

We have been endeavoring to collect money for the 
support of the Thological Hall, and are happy to an- 
nounce a readiness, on the part of our people, tocon- 
ag as far as the subject has been Sronah before 
them. 

We are of opinion that in present circumstances 
it is not exredient to appoint any but one Professor 
of Theology. 

Signed by order of the Presbytery. 

ISAAC BEGGS, Moderato «. 

ALEXANDER Morray, Clerk. 


A letter addressed to Synod by James 
Buick, relative to his case already referred 
to, was read, and on motion referred to th 
same committee. 

Reasons of dissent by the Rev. J. Walk- 
er from a decision of Synod adopting the re- 
port of their committee on the baptism of 
Wards, at the meeting of 1829, were read, 
and on motion, laid on the table for the pre- 
sent. 

Dr. Bruce requested and obtained the 
privilege of joining in these reasons of dis- 
sent. 

The committee appointed to consider the 
letter of the Rev. P. Bullions, presented a 
report, which was on motion recommitted. 

A request was presented by Mr. Adams 
on behalf of the Presbstery of Miami, that 
the rule requiring Presbyterial reports to be 
presented this forenoon, be veneniah till the 


afternoon sederunt. The request was grant- 


ed. 


A similar request was made on behalf of 
the Presbytery of Allegheny, extending the 
privilege indefinitely, which was also granted 
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Information being received that the Sy- 
nod’s Treasurer at Pittsburgh will not be 
present at this meeting ; it was on motion— 

Resolved, That a treasurer pro tem. be 
appointed, and Mr. G. Murray was appoint- 
ed accerdingly. 

The Synod proceeded te the order of the 
day, viz: the subject of the Theological 
Hall. While this subject was under consid- 
eration, a report was presented by the com- 
mittee appointed last year to examine what 
debts are due to Synod by bequest or other- 
wise. Said report was on motion referred 
to the committee on the funds. 

On motion, Resolved, That the building 
committee be empowered to expend on the 
Seminary buildings a sum not exceeding 
$6,000, and also that they be empowered 
to draw for this purpose on the Synod’s 
fund for any monies in said fund not other- 
Wise appropriated. 

On motion, Resolved, That Synod agree 
to establish two Professorships, in the The- 
ological Seminary. 

Resolved, also, That a select committee 
be appointed to draught a plan of education 
for the Seminary, to point out the particular 
duties belonging to each professorship, and 
to suggest whatever may be necessary to 
complete the arrangements relative to the 
Seminary, including the duties of the Board 
of Managers, with orders to report as soon 
as practicable. The committee to consist of 
Dr. Ramsay and Messrs. W. Wilson, Don- 
nan, Anderson and Heron. 

The following preamble and resolutions 
were offered and adopted, viz: 

Whereas it has been represented to this 
Synod that certain obstructions have pre- 
sented themselves tno the executors of the 
late Peter Fenton of the city of New-York, 
rendering it impracticable for them to trans- 
mit to Synod the legacy bequeathec by him to 
the Eastern Theological Seminary, therefore, 

Resolved, That the Synod authorise said 
executors to make such compromise with the 
heirs laying claim to the above mentioned 
legacy, as they shall deem proper. 

Resolved further, That the executors be 
requested to transmit to Synod the residue 
of said legacy, if any there shall be, as soon 
as they shall find it practicable. 

Resolved, That the further consideration 
of the subject of the Seminary be postponed 
for the present. 

Proceeded to the consideration of the sub- 
ject of the Bible Society postponed from last 
evening. After some discussion the Synod 
adjourned till half past 1 o’clock, : 

Closed with prayer, 

Vor. vir. 
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HALF PAst I P. M. 

The Synod met and was opened with 
prayer. 

Members present as above. 

After reading the minutes of the former 
sitting, the committee of bills and overtures 
presented an amended report, relative to the 
fulfilment of synodical appointments, which 
was on motion adopted, and is as follows: 


Your committee appointed to report on Bills and 
Overtures, beg leave to submit the following: 

Whereas by referring to the Reports of Preshyte- 
ries for some years back, it appears that delinquen- 
cies in the fulfilment of Synodical appointments 
have been on the increase; that our Licentiates, 
in some instances, have, upon their own responsi- 
bility, acted contrary to the appointments of Synod, 
much to the derangement of the plans of Presbyte- 
ries, and the discouragement of anxious vacancies : 
and whereas these delinquencies have been with 
aggravating circumstances, charged upon Messrs. 
William Douthet and Horatio Thompson: your 
committee would therefore respectfully recommend 
that Synod inquire into the conduct of Wm. Dou- 
thet, and that they take such steps as will prevent 
further violation. Inthe case of Mr. Thompson, 
your committee recommend that he be referred to 
the Presbytery of Cambridge to be dealt with in 
such a manner as Synod may, in its wisdom, direct. 


Agreeably to said report, Mr. Douthet 
was called upon to state his reasons for the 
non-fulfilment of his appointments. His 
reasons were voted unsatisfactory. 

Resolved, however, That as there are 
some extenuating circumstances in Mr. Dou- 
thet’s case, the Synod will not proceed to 
any further censure. 

Resolved, That the Presbytery of Cam- 
bridge be instructed to call Mr. Thompson 
to their bar, and deal with him according to 
the degree of his delinquency. 

The report of the Presbytery of Miami 
was read as follows, and on motion referred 
to the committee of supplies : 

REPORT 
Of the Presbytery of Miami. 

We desire to record the kindness of the Lord in 
strengthening our hands for the greater advance- 
ment of his cause, since our last report to Synod, 
by so liberal an accession of labourers to this part 
of his vineyard. The seasonableness of the mercy, 
in supplying with a stated dispensation of ordinan- 
ces, some of our congregations which had been long- 
est destitute, and were likely to suffer from further 
delay, greatly increases the cause of thankfulness. 
Mr. Nathaniel Ingles, to whom the Synod, at their 
last meeting, had presented the call from Racoon, 
Sugar Creek and Purnet’s Creek, Indiana, proceed- 
ed in August last to take charge of the flocks and 
perform the pastoral duties among them, but it has 
not yet been found convenient to Presbytery to have 
him installed. Mr. James Templeton, who had ac- 
cepted from Synod the call from Sugar Creek con- 
gregation, Ohio, was immediately taken on trial by 
Presbytery, and was ordained to the office of the holy 
ministry and pastoral charge of that congregation on 
the 26th of July last. Mr. J. M’Carrell being taken 
on trial a ntered our bounds,was ordain 
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ed to the office of the holy nunistry on the 16th of 
September last, and sent to itinerate onthe western 
mission. Mr. Rodgers, a licensed preacher, who 
by appointinent of Synod came into our bounds 
about that time, Was sent to assist in supplying the 
vacancies in those parts during the teim of his Sy- 
nodical appointment. Messrs. lugtes and M°Carrell 
were constituted a committee of Presbyte.y for mis- 
sionary purposes. Their report, when received 
will be transmitted. The care of the mission be- 
ing entrusted to Presbytery only for the year past, 
we lay before Synod two petitions tor supply, which 
were directed to us, one from Raudolph Co. and 
the other from Henderson River, Hiinois. The por- 
tion of supply allotted us by Synod, though liberal, 
was utterly insufficient to enable Presbytery to af- 
ford our people in Cincinnati that attention which 
their circumstances, connected with their situation 
in acity, demand. A petition from this people is 
herewith transmitted in the belief that Synod will 
see the propriety of placing this station, although 
in our bounds, on the list of missionary stations. 
On the 20th of September last, Presbytery, accord- 
ing to an order of Synod, presented to Mr. Samuel 
Wilson three calls, one from Noblestown and Ohio, 
one from Sterling, Cambridge and Gilead, and one 
from Xenia-—the last was accepted. After trial 
Mr. Wilson was ordained to the office of the holy 
wivistry and pastoral charge of the Associate con- 
gregation of Xenia, on the 27th of April last. 

The attention of some of our congregations has 
been for some time directed to the duty of cove- 
nanting, and in one of them the members have en- 
gaged in it with great unanimity. On the 28th 
April last, above 220 persons in Massies Creek con- 
gregation, publicly avouched the Lord to be their 
God, and gave themselves to him in a covenant of 
duty. 

Three calls for Mr. John Wallace, one from 
Kings Creek and Service Creek, one from Madison, 
Carmel, and Clark, and one from Beracha, Con- 
cord, and Mahoning, have been for some months in 
the hands of Presbytery, but owing to Mr. Wal- 
lace’s want of health, no opportunity of presenting 
them was afforded by him till since the commence- 
ment of the present session of Synod. The calls 
have been presented, and the one from Madison, 
Carmel), and Clark, has been accepted by Mr. Wal- 
lace, on condition of his being permitted to make 
trial of the ministerial labours in the place, with re- 
spect to his health. This permission has been grant- 
ed, the consent of the congregations of Carmel, &c. 
to such an acceptance having been previously ex- 
pressed. 

Upon the subject of the Testimony of Original 
Seceders, we are not so fully prepared to report as 
would have been desirable, ali not having had an 
equal opportunity of examining it. We have con- 
sidered the articles on covenanting and civil gov- 
ernment with some degree of attention. But nei- 
ther in these, nor in any other article of that decu- 
ment, do we discover any thing contradictory to 
the doctrines of our own Testimony, or any thing 
which is not expressed in the judicial acts of the 
Associate Presbytery which stand to this day mutu- 
ally recognized by our brethren in Great Britain, 
and us, asthe common bond of union and test of ur- 
thodoxy. 

A liberal proportion of supplies is enrnestly re- 
quested. New places of worship have been estab- 
lished, as will appear from the statistica! table 
which accompanies this report. 

By order of Presbytery. 
JAMES ADAMS, Phy. Clerk. 

Reasons of protest with an appeal to the 
Synod by the Rev, D. Goodwillie against a 
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decision of the Presbytery of Ohio refusing 


to suspend the Rev. ‘S. McLane from the 
office of the gospel ministry sine die, were 
read, and on motion— 

Resolved, That the said reasons, with the 
accompanying documents, be laid for the 
present on the table. 

Resumed the consideration of the busi- 
ness left unfinished in the forenoon, viz :— 
the report of the committee on the subject of 
the Bible Society 
The following resolutions were adopted, 
viz: 

Resolved, That the Synod adopt rules for 
their regulation in procuring and distributing 
copies of the Holy Seriptures, with the 
Psalms in Metre. 

In pursuance of this resolution the follow- 
ing rules were adopted, viz: 

1 The session of every congregation, 
whether settled or vacant, is desired to take 
measures as soon as practicable, after the 
adoption of these rules, for the raising of 
monies, which shall be expended by the Sy- 
nod, in the procurement and distribution of 
the holy scriptures with the psalms in metre. 

2. Every session shall be at liberty to 
raise monies, either by an annual collection 
in the congregation, or by subscription from 
church members and others, or by both these 
methods, or by any other, which may seem 
best calculated to promote the object in 
view. 

= Every session complying with these 
regulations shall appoint a treasurer, whose 
duty it shall be to receive the funds collect- 
ed, and forward them to the treasurer of the 
Presbytery. These treasurers shall also act 
as Depositaries. 

4. The treasurer of the Presbytery shall 
receive all monies collected w ithin its bounds, 
and shall forward the same as ordered to the 
Synod, and the Synod shall, if required, 
transmit the amount in Bibles, deducting 
one-fourth part, which shall be left entirely 
at its own disposal. 7 

5. The Synod shall spend some time du- 
ring each of its annual sessions in regulating 
such matters as are contemplated by these 
rules—the moderator presiding. 

6. The Synod shall appoint a treasurer to 
receive and pay out all monies; and a depos- 
itary to take charge of the Bibles and an- 
swer all orders for the same. 

7. The Synod shal! appoint an executive 
committee, consisting of five members of 
the church, whose duty it shall be to procure 
bibles as ordered by Synod, and place them 
in the hands of the depositary: said commit- 
tee shall also have the power to draw upon 








Ss Va 


Va 





21 MINUTES OF SYNOD, 22 


the treasurer above mentioned, for such 
funds as may be at his disposal : and it shall 
be the duty “of the committee to re port an- 
nually to Syn od. 

8. All persons, sessions, or societies not 
in communion with the Associate chureh, 
shall be entitled to receive bibles to the 
amount of their contributions at first cost ; 
and such individuals as are unable to pay 
shall receive copies gratis. 

Agreeably to the aforesaid resolutions, the 
Synod proce ded to appoint a treasurer, and 
the Rev. Thomas Beveridge was appointed 
to this office. Mr. Wm. 8. Young of Phila- 
delphia, was appointed depositary ; ; and the 
following gentlemen were appointed the ex- 
ecutive committee, viz: 

James McDougal of Argyle, 
William Stevenson of Cambridge, 
Wim. Whitewright of New-York, 
William Morris of Baltimore, and 
Win. S. Young of Philadelphia. 

Mr. Brown asked and obtained leave of 
absence. 

Extracts from a letter containing the ex- 
cuse of Mr. Horatio ‘Thompson for the non- 
fulfilment of his appointments, were read and 
on motion referred to the Presbytery of 
Cambridge. 

The subject of the Testimony of the As- 
sociate Synod of Original Seceders was cal- 
led up,but the necessary documents not being 
all present, it was on motion agreed to defer 
the consideration of the subject till to-morrow 
morning. 

The following resolution was read and 
Jaid on the table for future consideration, viz : 

Resolved, That a committee be appoint- 
ed to revise the Book of Discipline, and re- 
port to the next meeting of Synod. 

On motion, resolved, that the general or- 
ders of the day be dispensed with, for the 
purpose of taking up Mr. Goodwillie’s pro- 
test, alluded to in a former minute. 

Extracts from the records of the Presby- 
tery of Ohio relative to the case of the Rev. 
S. McLane, were read, after which, the 
reasons of protest with the Presbytery’s an- 
swers to said reasons, were read, also the 
testimony taken before the Presbytery in 
the case. ‘The parties were heard and then 
removed. 

At this stage of the business a le(ter, ad- 
dressed by Mr. McLane to the Synod, rel- 
ative to his « case, was handed iu and read: 
but before coming to any decision, the Sy- 
nod adjourned till "s o'clock to-morro 
ing. 

Closed with pravez 


*morl- 


Sarurpay, May 14. 

The Synod met and was opened with 
prayer. 

Members present as above, except Dr. 
Bruce, absent without leave. 

Read the minutes of last sitting. 

Excuses were offered for the absence of 
the Rev. F. Pringle and John Russell, and 
sustained. 

C opies « of the Testimony of Original Se- 
ceders in Scotland, were laid on the Sy nou’s 
table, which were on motion, ordered to be 
equally distributed among the several Pres- 
byteries; and it was also resolved, that the 
Synod grant an order on the treasurer to the 
Rev. Mr. Stark for the money which he has 
expended in obt Lining copies of the said tes- 
timony, to the order of Synod, 
amounting to $9 50. ) 

The Presbytery of Miami requested to 
have their Pre sby terial report returned to 
them for a short time, in order to supply an 
omission. The request was granted, 

Mr. McKetrick asked and obtained leave 
of absence. 

On motion, proceeded to the business Ieft 
unfinished last evening ; and, after some dis- 
cussion, the following pre ramble and resolu- 
tions were adopted, as the final issue of the 
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case ¢ 

Whereas it appears to this Synod, from 
the reasons of protest and the answers to 
those reasons, in this case , that there is no 
material ditlerence of judgment between the 
protesto r and his brethren of the Pre »sbyte- 
ry, both considering that the suspen sion of 
Mr. McLane ought to be continued until he 
gives evidence of repentance and reforma- 
tion: and whereas, the sole difference be- 
tween the parties, appears to consist in a 
mere difference of opinion, in regard to the 
meaning of certain technical terms: there- 
lore-—— ; 

Resolved, Lebesith the protes st be dismissed 
without any furth r proceed lings in the case. 

Resolved further, That Mr. McLane be 
still continued under the judicial coenizance 
of the Presbytery of Ohio, which shali pro- 
ceed to restore him to the exercise of the 
ministry, whenever in their judgment, they 
shall de em the cause of truth, of justice and 
of holiness to require it. , 

After passing these resolutions, in compli- 
ance with a request made on behalf of Mi 
McLane, it was resolved, that in conse- 
quence of Mr. McLane’s distance from the 
usual places of the meeting of the Ohio Pres- 
bytery, his case be transferred from the 
Presbytery of Ohio to the Presbytery o! 
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Muskingum, with all the documents relative 
to the case. 

On motion, the Synod resolved to havea 
short recess, for the purpose of holding pn 
extra-judicial conversation. 

After the Synod had resumed its 
sitting, it was, on motion— 

Resolved, That when Synod adjourns, it 
will adjourn till 10 o’clock on Monday morn- 
ing. 

The following preamble and resolution 
were offered, and on motion, ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Whereas the Westminster Confession of 
Faith, treating of the solenmization of mar- 
riage, says—‘‘ It may be on any day except 
days of humiliation, and we advise that it be 
not on the Lord‘s day :” and whereas 
magistrate 31m the communion of the Associ- 
ate Synod have solemnized marriage on the 
Lord’s day, the advice of Synod is desired 
on this subject ; therefore— 

Resolved, What Synod take this 
into consideration, and give definite instruc- 
tions to 
sich cases. 

Adjourned till 10 o’clock on 
morning. 

Closed with 


some 


matter 


inferior courts, how to proceed iu 


Monday 


Monpay, May 16 
The Synod met and was opened with 
prayer. 

Members present as above with the ad- 
dition of the Rev. H. Kirkland of the Pres- 
bytery of Allegheny, and John Scott in the 
room of John Templeton, Patrick Douglass 
in the room of James Brown, James Martin 
in the room of James Lee, Hugh Allison in 
the room of Thomas Hanna,Frederick Whit- 
by in the room ot William Pollock, James 
Sleith in the room of Alexander McKet- 


rick, and James Alexander in the room of 


Wm. Henderson. 

The minutes of last sitting were read and 
corrected. 

Mr. 
absence. 

Petitions for supply of gospel ordinances 
from Henderson’s River and Randolph coun- 
ty, Illinois, and Cincinnati, Ohio, transmit- 
ted by the Presbytery of Miami, were read 
—verbal petitions were also heard from the 
congregations in Missouri, and on motion re- 
ferred to the committee of supplies 

On motion Mr. McCarrell was added to 
said committee. 

The committee appointed on the Theolo- 
gical Seminary presented a report, which 
was the subject of consideration; but befor: 


Coon asked and obtained leave of 
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coming to a final decision upon it, the Sy- 
nod adjourned till half past 1 o’clock. 

Closed with prayer. 

HALF PAST | P. M. 

The Synod met and was opened with 
p ray er. 

Members present as above. 

The minutes of the former sitting being 
read, Mr. Kirkland’s excuse for absence 
from the former sittings was heard and sus- 
tained. 

A request was offered on the behalf of 
Mr. French for absence during the remain- 
ing sittings of Synod, and granted. 

A copy of the last will of George Sand- 
erson deceased, was presented and on mo- 
tion referred to the committee on the funds. 

The report of the committee to examine 
the records of the Presbytery of Chartiers, 


was read and on motion laid on the table. 


The subject left unfinished in the forenoon 
was resumed, viz: the report of the com- 
mittee on the Theological Seminary. After 
some discussion the report as amended was 
adopted, and is as follows: 


Your committee have taken into consideration 
the subject of the Theological Seminary, and re- 
spectfully submit the following suggestions. 

1. That as the Synod have agreed to have two 
Professorships, one of the Professors sha!] be denom- 
inated the Professorfof Didactic Theology, and the 
other the Professor of Biblical Literature and Eccle- 
siastical History. 

2. That it shal! be the province of the former to 
teach systematic Theology in all its branches, in- 
cluding the solving of textual difficulties—Church 
Government, includjpg the whole organization of 
the visible chaurch—and the composition of sermons. 

3. That it shail be the province of the latter to 
give instructions in the Original Languages of the 
Scriptures, in sacred geography and chronology, in 

sible criticism, in sacred and ecclesiastical history, 
and whatever else belongs to Biblical Literature. 

4. That provided the Synod should consider it 
expedient to elect only one of the Professors at this 
time, the Professor of didactic theology shall be ap- 
pointed ; and that he be required, as far as practi- 
cable, to attend to the duties of the other professor- 
ship till such time as it be filled. 

5. That the period of study required previous to 
licensure be as heretofore, 4 years, and that the an- 
nual session of study in the seminary shall continue 
for 5 months. 

6. That regular attention be paid to systematic 
Theology through the whole of the 4 sessions, and 
that special attention be given to the study of He- 
brew for one month in each session, it being under- 
stood that it shall be attended to through the re- 
mainder of the session as the Professors in their 
wisdom shall find practicable. 

7. That each student, during his whole course, 
shall be required to prepare and deliver, in the pre- 
sence of the Professors and students, such exercises 
as the Professors shall prescribe. 

8. That during the recess of the seminary, the 
Presbyteries in whose bounds the students may re 
Side, shall take the oversight of said students an 
assign them such public exercises as shal! be 


sidered conducive to their imp 
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9. That the annuai session of the seminary shall 
commence on the first Monday of November and 
terminate the last of March; and the Board of 
Managers shall hold their annual meeting for the 
examination of the students, on the 4th Wednesday 
of March. The examination shall embrace all the 
subjects of study which have been attended to dur- 
ing the session, and shall be coutinued from day to 
day till the whole be finished. The Board shail 
have full autuority to prescribe such trials of piofi- 
ciency in study as they shall think proper, and it 
shall be their duty to present a detailed report of 
their proceedings to the Synod at its succeeding 
meeting. 

10. That the Board of Managers have the super- 
intendence of the Library; and it shall be the duty 
of said Board to purchase whatever books they may 
think necessary, under the direction of Synod,—to 
appoint a Librarian, who shall be responsible for 
his fidelity to the Board—and to see that the books 
are preserved and kept in good order. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Jas. Ramsay. 

Wa. WILLson. 

A. ANDERSON. 
ANDREW HERON. 
ALEX. DoNNAN. 


On moticn, resolved, that the Synod now 
proceed to the election of a Professor. 

In pursuance of this resolution, Dr Ram- 
say was elected professor of didactic theolo- 
gy, and a committee consisting of Messrs. 
Wm. Wilson and Allison were appointed to 
wait on Dr. Ramsay and ascertain whether 
he accept the appointment, with orders to re- 
port to-morrow morning. 

The Synod proceeded to the election of a 
board of managers, and the following mem- 
bers of the Synod were elected, viz:— 
Messrs. Wm. Wilson, Donnan, Allison, 
Walker, Hanna, Murray and Blair. 

Proceeded to the order of the day, viz: 
the subject of the Testimony of the Associ- 
ate Synod of Original Seceders. 

After a brief discussion, the following pre- 
amble and resolution were offered and ado 
ed, viz: 

Whereas several Presbyteries be longing 
to the Synod have not had an opportunity of 
examining said Testimony, and whereas such 
an opportunity is now afforded, by the cop- 
ies of the Testimony laid on the Synod’s ta- 
ble; therefore— 

Resolved, That the Synod agree to post- 
pone the further consideration of the subject 
until next meeting of Synod. 

From this decision the Moderator request- 
ed his dissent to be marked. In this he was 
joined by Messrs. Donaldson, Hanna, Isaac, 
McLane, jr. J. Scroggs, Anderson, Ken- 
dall, Kirkland, Bain, Allison and McBride. 
’ Adjourned till 8 o’clock to-morrow morn- 
ing. 

Closed with prayer 
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MINUTES OF SYNOD rw 


Turspay, May 17. 

The Synod met and was opened with 
prayer 

Members present as above. 

The minutes of last sitting being read, an 
excuse was offered for the absence of Dr. 
Bruce and sustained. 

The report of the treasurer at Pittsburgh 
was given in and read, and on motion refer- 
red to the committee on the funds. 

Said report contained Mr. Roseburgh’s 
resignation as treasurer, which was on mo- 
tion aceepted, and Mr. Daniel Houston of 
Chartiers was elected treasurer in his room ; 
and Messrs. Templeton and T. Miller were 
appointed a committee to wait on Mr. Hous- 
ton, and request his acceptance of the ap- 
pointment. 

The committee in the case of the Rev. P. 
Bullions presented a report, which was on 
motion, adopted, and is as follows : 

The committee appointed to consider the case of 
the Rev. l’eter Bullions, have agreed to report, 
that although it is cuntrary to the nature and design 
of the gospel ministry, and to the engagements 
that every Presbyterian minister comes under at 
his ordination, voluntarily to desert his office, or 
place himself in circumstances that would hian- 
der him from discharging any or all the duties 
of it; yet,as aminister may be placed in circum- 
stances against his will, and as Mr. Bullions, in 
his letter to the committee appointed to confer with 
him last year, says, it his “earnest desire to con- 
tinue in the Ministry, and to be employed in it as 
God in his providence gives the opportunity;” there- 
fore, 

Resolved, That no further order or process be ta- 
ken with Mr. Builions for the present, than that a 
letter be addressed to him, enjoining him to returo 
to the exercise of his ministry; and that the Pres- 
bytery of Albany be directed tr endeavor to pre- 
vail with him to comply with this injunction, if 
there shall appear to be any difficulty or backward- 
ness to do se. 'TTHOMAS ALLISON, 

DANIEL McLEAN, 
JOHN WALKER. 


In pursuance of said report the same com- 
mitttee were instructed to draught a letter 
to be addressed to Mr. Bullions. 

A communication addressed to Synod by 
a committee of the Sabbath Union, was read, 
and on motion, laid on the table. 

On motion, resolved, that this Synod re- 
commend it to the people under their inspec- 
tion to unite with their fellow-citizens, in pe- 
titioning the next Congress for a repeal of 
such laws as require the transportation of the 
mail and the opening of the post-offices on 
the Lord’s day. 

The committee on the act of incorpora- 
tion presented a report which was on motion 
recommitted with instructions. 

The committee appointed to converse with 
Dr. Ramsay relative to his acceptance of t¥e 
appointment given him last evening, report- 
ed that he agreed to accept the appointment. 
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On motion, resolved, that the Synod ap- 
propriate the sum of $300, annually, as an 
acknowledgment for Dr. Ramsay § services. 
$200 of which he relinquished for the pres- 
ent year, for the use of the Theological Sem- 
inary. 

The Synod proceeded to the order of the 
day, viz: the subject of slavery. 

‘The Synod’s act of 1811 on the subject, 
and the overture on the same subject pre- 
sented by the Synod’s committee of 1829, 
were read; and the following resolution was 
offered for consideration, viz: 

Resolved, That the overture brought in 
by the committee on slavery, in 1829, and 
the additional rules, reported by the Presby- 
tery of Miami last year, for carrying the 
same into effect, be adopted. 

Before coming to a decision the Synod 
adjourned till half past 1 0’clock. 

Closed with prayer. 


HALF PAST 1 O'CLOCK. 

The Synod met and was opened with 
prayer. . 

Members present as above, together with 
the Rev. J. Dickey and John Y. Stewart, 
ruling elder, both from the Presbytery of 
Allegheny. 

The minutes of the former sitting being 
read, Mr. Dickey’s excuse for absence from 
the former sittings was offered and sustain- 
ed. 

The committee on the letter of the Asso- 
ciate Reformed Synod of New-York, report- 
ed the draught of an answer to said letter, 
which, on motion, was adopted, and order- 
ed to be transmitted to said Synod, sub- 
scribed by the moderator and clerk. 

The report of the Presbytery of Alleg- 
heny was read as follows, and on motion, re- 
ferred to the committee of supplies. 


REPORT 
Of the Presbytery of Allegheny. 

‘The Presbytery of Allegheny report, that no very 
important change has taken place in the state of our 
congregations since our last report to Synod For 
awhile we were allowed to cherish a hope of the 
settlement of two of our vacancies; in one of these 
cases, we regret to state however, we have beendis- 
appointed, and we have to add, that in the other we 
are stillin some measure in suspense. We allude 
io the case of Mr. M’Carrell, for whom a call now 
lies on the table from the united congregations of 
Upper Piney, Brockville and Cherry Run, and who 
demurs about accepting it, because he has had but 
little opportunity of acquainting himself with the 
country and the people We therefore earnestly so- 
licit the Synod that with a view to his probable set- 
tlement amongst us, as well as for the supply of our 
other vacancies; he may be sent a considerable time 
into our bounds. 

The Synod well know that in the distribution of 
eupplies last year our claims were almost wholly 
vverlooked. We do not pretend to say how this is 
to be accounted for, but we can with all sinccrity 


declare, that this fact has been io us both matter of 
surprise and bitter regret; and we have some rea- 
son to fear that it may have operated asa discourage- 
ment to our vacancies. The case too was aggrava- 
ted from the consideration, that our efforts to reme- 
dy this matter, proved utterly abortive, as our ap- 
plication to the Presbytery of Chartiers, which ap- 
peared to us to have a superabundance of supply, 
received no answer whatever. We venture to hope 
however, that the Synod will leave us no occasion to 
repeat this complaint, and although it must be ac- 
knowledged that most of our vacancies are yet in a 
weak and infantile state, we flatter ourselves, that 
they will not by a partial and unequal distribution of 
the disposable services of their missionaries, give 
us apy reason to entertain the fear that they * de- 
spise the day of small things.”” Every year and al- 
most every meeting of Presbytery presents some ap- 
plication for preaching from various quarters within 
our bounds,and although some of these congrega- 
tions are only in their incipient stage, we think it 
our duty to cherish them with tenderness and care; 
and in order to secure the payment of supplies, we 
have taken measures to establish a presbyterial fund 
to make up occasional deficiencies which may occur. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 
J. SCROGGS, Moderator, pro. tem. 


The committee appointed to draught an 
address to our people, soliciting funds for 
the Seminary, presented a draught, which 
was read as follows, and on motion adopted. 


To the members of the Associate Church, and others 
interested in the subject to which this addresg re- 
Sere. 

BkerurEn: 

‘The Associate Synod have established a Theolog- 
ical Seminary at Canonsburgh; and for this purpose 
have purchased a lot of ground in that place, and or- 
dered buildings, the estimated expense of which, 
will be from 3 to $6000. 

‘They have also appointed two Professorships, the 
annual expenses of which, willbe considerable; and 
other things as you will find by reading the minutes 
of our procedure, at our present session transmitted 
to you. 

it is also necessary on many occasions, to give 
some pecuniary assistance to promising young men 
who become students of Theology, and who have 
no alternative, but either to abandon this pursuit or 
receive assistance from the Church. 

As there is no method whereby these objects can 
be obtained unless by voluntary contributions from 
our friends in the Church of Christ, and also as it is 
evident we cannot expect to obtain your support un- 
til you are correctly informed, we submit the fole 
lowing observations: 

In the first place we would wish you to be fully 
convinced, that such an establishment is indispensa- 
bly necessary. We have hitherto existed as a 
Church without it; and long experience of this kind, 
with many, forms an babitual sentiment that such 
undertakings are altogether useless. Besides our 
own judgment, whereby we have enacted this mea- 
sure, as we have acted from a mature deliberation 
upon the subject; we consider ourselyes shut up to 
the alternative of either giving up in some measure 
with Theological tuition, or prosecuting the mea- 
sures which we have now proposed. 

liitherto we have enjoyed the service of Profes- 
sors who have discharged the duties of teachers of 
theology, while they have sustained the exercise of 
the ministry in extensive congregations, even during 
the term when they were employed in teaching stu- 
dents of theology. . 

You must be informed; the burden is too great 
for any one man, and therefore we will not hereafter 
require it, except for the sake of temporary accom- 
mincdations. 

_ We have, also, for a considerable portion of the 
time past; obtained the use of the private rooms of 
our professors, which adds to the sacrifice on their 
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part, in behalf of the public interest of the Church 
of Christ. ie 

Without detaining you upon such preliminary re- 
marks concerning the necessity of such measures, 
in the next place it is necessary to consider the ways 
and means to be followed. 

It must have large support; considering the in- 
crease of the church, and the consequent increase 
of the ministry, the number of students also keeps 
pace. ‘his requires large buildings in order that 
these accommodations may answer the purpose for 
the students and professors. Hence you may be as- 
sured we have made our arrangements upon a large 
scale not for pompous show, but for real utility. 

We have received respectable donations These 
are frequently coming from quarters unexpected; 
which is not to divert your attention from the sub- 
ject, but which will show you that these, together 
with your general patronage in all our congregations 
vacant and settled, will amount to a competency for 
the great object intended. 

That such establishments should be sustained by 
the universal patronage of the church, is evident 
from the general interest thereof to all our members, 
to all who consider themselves called to promote 
the interest of the gospel ministry. Who is it that 
would not contribute a small part of his property for 
the purpose of advancing the everlasting kingdom of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ? 

It is now considered necessary, and every society 
of professing Christians that wishes to enjoy the 
benefit of an intelligent ministry; is adopting mea- 
sures to establish public Halls of Theology, as the 
only way to facilitate the instruction of young men 
preparing themselves wed gy the gospel 

How many the demands for increasing the minis- 
try, that vacant congregations may obtain a settle- 
ment, that new congregations may be organized, 
where the people are yet sitting in darkness and in 
the region and shadow of death! And whoever reads 
our minutes will hear the calls of Presbyteries for 
supply of preaching, and expostulations concerning 
the injury which many promising vacancies are »tis- 
taining through the want of supply and not attending 
to them. 

Moreover, you must admit us to say, concerning 
those whoare your present pastors,who are now labor- 
ing among you in word and doctrine; we must have 
successors and assistants in the ministry. Itis well 
known to you, that even now, many of us have more 
to do than our hands can accomplish, our charges ure 
Jarge and extensive, and we are unable to sustain the 
weight of this service in its present extent, only un- 
til such time as others can be found to assume parts 
of these charges without prejudice to places still more 
remote from the ordinances of the gospel. You will 
also remember, that the time is drawing near when 
we must give up with our stewardship, and render 
an account thereof to our Lord and Master. When 
this shall take place, it will be one of the subjects of 
our consolation, that we have taken care in due time 
to prepare successors to us in the pastoral oversight 
of your souls. 

It would surely grieve your hearts, if after having 
for a long time spent in the enjoyment of a regular and 
fixed ministry, you should find yourselves destitute 
of a dispensation of Divine ordinances, and your 
members scattered, through the want of proper 
means for gathering them up and confirming them in 
our most Holy faith Therefore, we presume our 
brethren and fellow-members of the Church will 
concur with us, and without delay come forward 
with their assistance for thg advancement of this 
great work, 

We address you inatime of your worldly pros- 
perity; your property is increassing, we may there- 

ore say, We Come unt you in a good day. When 
the Lord has been pleased in his adorable’ goodness 
to prosper the works of your hands itis yeur duty 
to give unto him of his own. > : 

Itis given unto you, that you may turn some of it to 
the purpose of advancing the ,ublic mterests of 
his Church. fo this purpose, we cannot better in- 
struct you, than by referring to the expressions of 
the people of God upon this subject in the Holy 
Scriptures. When the Lord was pleased to com- 
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mand his people to set up the tabernacle, iis materi- 
als were compused of the free wili offerings of a 
wise hearted people, to whom the Lord imparted 
such a spirit of liberality until they had fully con- 
tributed all that was necessary. See to this purpose 
Ex. 35. 36. 

When that magnificent and costly temple was to 
be built in the place which the Lord did choose, 
you have the instructive example of a willing ) eo- 
ple, together with the submissive declarations of an 
ulustrious king. 1 Chron. xxiv. 6 to 12 inclusive. 

Also to the same purpose, the pte patriarch Ja- 
cob. Gen. xxviii. 20. 22. Of all that thou shalt give 
me I will give the 10th unto thee 

These with many other expressions of the lan- 
guage of the people of God concerning such appro- 
priations of their worldly property for religious pur- 
poses, might be adduced—such as we have referred 
to are sufficient; and the application of these to 
the subject now submitted to you is evident; for 
nothing is more essentially connected with the es- 
tablishment and continuance of the solemn adminis- 
tration of Divine ordinances. We do therefore 
leave the whole matter with you, uniting this ou: 
address with our earnest prayers that the God of all 
grace and mercy and truth, may lead you to act for 
his glory. 

The pecuniary accounts of the missiona- 
ries on the western mission, were present- 
ed and read, and on motion referred to the 
committee on the funds. 

On motion, reseleed, that Presbyteries 
having calls in their possession for proba- 
tioners under the direction of Synod, be en- 
joined to present said calls, if practicable, 
before to-morrow morning. 

On motion, the next meeting of Synod is 
appointed to be held at Philadelphia, on th 
4th Wednesday of May, 1832, at 4 o’clock, 
P. M.. Sermon to commence at half past. 
seven o'clock. 

Mr. McNaughton was appointed the mo- 
derator's alternate, to preach the Synodi- 
cal sermon in case of his absence. 

Proceeded to the business left unfinished 
in the forenoon sederunt, viz : the consider- 
ation of the resolution offered on the subjec 
of slave ry 

After a free discussion, but before the roll 
was gone over, the Synod adjourned till 8 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 

Closed with prayer. 


Wepnespay, May 18 
The Synod met, and was opened with 
prayer. 

Members present as above. 

The minutes of last sitting being read, the 
committee appointed to consider the case of 
James Buick, presented a report, which was 
read, and on motion, adopted, and is as fol- 
lows: 


~ Your committee appointed on the protest and ap- 
peal by James Buick, from a decision of the Associ- 
ciate Presbytery of the Miami report— 

That it appears that James Buick had protested 
against a decision of the Presbytery, sustaining a 
decision of the session of Massies’ Creek giving 
sentence of excommunication; that this protest was 
rejected by Presbytery; that James Buick protested 
arainst this frejection, which protest was admitted 
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(paper No. 6.) It also appears that Mr. Buick, in 
his reasons of protest, has not noticed the rejection 
of his first protest,and his reasons are wholly in 
eupport of his first protest, and Presbytery have for- 
mally admitted them, but have given no answers. 
The case then comes up to Synod by the first pro- 


test. 

Feb. 26, 1827. The session of Massie’s Creek 
made the following charges against James Buick, 
1. of stirring up strife after peace made. 2. of 
neglecting the scripture rule for regaining an offend- 
ing brother. 3. of failing to prove his charges made 
against Robert Moody: on these charges sustained, 
session gave sentence that James Buick be rebuked. 

see extracts from session’s minutes, page 5.) On 
the 3d March, 1830, Session peared sentence of ex- 
communication against Mr. Buick. (See page 14.) 
Against this decision Mr. Buick protested and ap- 
pealed to Synod. sa . 

Your committee are of opinion that Session were 
too precipitate in their first sentence against Mr. 
Buick, and that a sentence of admonition would 
have better corresponded to the nature of his offence, 

Therefore, Resolved, That Synod enjoin the ses- 
sion of Massies’ Creek, to administer admonition to 
James Buick, and on his submission to stop further 


process against him. ones sane 
F. W. M’NAUGHTON. 
A. ANDERSON. 

On motion, resolved, that the former com- 
mittee in this case be instructed to address 
a communication to James Buick, informing 
him of the Synod’s decision. 

The committee appointed to draught an 
address to the Rev. P. Bullions, reported a 
draught, which was on motion adopted. 

The committee appointed to confer with 
Mr. Houston, reported that he had agreed 
to accept the office of treasurer. 

On motion, resolved, that the Synod or- 
der all moneys in the haads of the former 
treasurer, and also those in the hands of the 
treasurer pro tem.,to be transmitted to Mr. 
Houston, whose acceptance of the appoint- 
ment has been just announced. 

On motion, resolved, that two additional 
members be added to the building commit- 
tee ; and the Rev. A. Donnan and Mr. A. 
Harbison, were accordingly added. 

Mr. Whitby asked, and obtained leave 
of absence for the remainder of the sitting. 

The Presbytery of Albany laid on the 
table a call for Mr. Wm. Douthet, from the 
congregation of Bovina, in said Presbytery, 
which was read, and on motion, presented 
to Mr. Douthet, who requested time for 
consideration : on motion, Mr. Douthet was 
allowed till the afternoon sederunt. 

The Presbytery of Ohio informed the Sy- 
nod, that they had presented a call, referred 
to in their report, to Mr. John Hindman, 
which was rejected. 

The Presbytery of Allecheny reported, 
that they had presented a call, referred to in 
their report, to Mr. James M‘Carrell, which 
was accepted. 

The following motion was offered for con- 
sideration : 
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Resolved, That the resolution of yester™ 
day afternoon, enjoining Presbyteries to pre 
sent calls in their possession, to the several 
candidates, be considered as extending to 
such probationers as have not fulfilled their 
probationary year. This resolution being 
put to vote, was negatived. 

On motion, resolved, that the Presbyte- 
ty of Ohio, be ordered to present the calls in 
their possession, to Mr. Rodgers, at the ex- 
piration of his probationary year ; together 
with any other calls that may be prepared 
and forwarded before that time. 

Resolved, also, that the Presbytery of the 
Carolinas be authorised to present the call 
in their possession, to Mr. James C. Bruce, 
and ordered to report this afternoon. 

Proceeded to the order of the day, viz. 
the consideration of the resolution offered 
yesterday forenoon, on the subject of slave- 
ry. Before coming to a definitive decision, 
the Synod adjourned to the usual hour. 

Closed with prayer. 


HALF PasT l, P. M. 

The Synod met, and was opened with 
prayer. 

Members present as above. 

The minutes of the former sitting being 
read, the committee appointed on the pro- 
posed act of incorporation, reported a blank 
form of petition to the legislature of Penn- 
sylvania ; the blanks of which being filled, 
it was adopted, and the Rev. J. P. Miller 
was appointed to prepare the petition for 
signature ; and after signature it was or- 
dered to be given into the custody of Dr. 
Samuel Murdock. 

Messrs. Clark and Pollock asked and 
obtained leave of absence during the re- 
maining sittings of Synod. 

The Presbytery of the Carolinas reported 
that according to the authority granted them 
in the forenoon Sederunt, they had present- 
ed their call to Mr. Bruce but he had re- 
quested some time to make up his mind for 
a decision, with which request they had 
complied. 

The Rev. A. Wilson gave notice, that, 
at the earnest solicitation of his brethren of 
the Synod, expressed in their extra-judicial 
meeting, he for the sake of peace, desists 
from any further prosecution of his libel 
against the Presbytery of Chartiers and al- 
so of the remonstrance and complaint against 
the commission of Synod. 

Mr. A. Wilson, on account of ill health, 
asked and obtained leave of absence during 
the remaining sittings of Synod. 
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The cail from Bovina to Mr. Douthet, 
was, agreeably to the order of Synod in 
the forenoon Sederunt, again presented and 
rejected. 

Proceeded to the business left unfinished 
in the forenoon, viz. the resolution offered 
on the subject of Slavery. After a free 
discussion, it was, on motion, 

Resolved, That a committee be appoint- 
ed to draught resolutions as a substitute for 
the overture now on the Synod’s table. 
Said committe to consist of Messrs. Allison, 
Anderson, Miller and Martin. 

Adjourned to meet this evening at half 
past 7 o’clock. 

Closed with prayer. 


HALF PAST 7, P. M. 

The Svnod met and was opened with 
prayer. _ : 
~ Members present as above. 

Read the minutes of last sitting. 

Mr. Marshall asked and obtained leave 
of absence from the remaining sittings of 
Synod. 

"Mr. M’Carrel being under the necessity 
of retiring, it was, on motion, resolved, 
that the Rev. N. Ingles be appointed on 


der of the day, it was, on motion, 
Resolved, That the order of the day be 
postponed for the present. 
The committee appointed last year to ex- 
amine into the receipts and disbursements 
of the Student’s Fund, beng called upon for 


their report, stat d they were not prepared. 
Whereupon it was, on motion, 


Resolved, That said committee be dis- 


charged, and another committee appointed in 


i 
their room. Messrs. Beveridge and A. 
Whyte, jun. were appointed and ordered to 
~ J | i 


report to the Synod at its next meeting. 

Mr. Walker’s reasons of dissent from the 
Synod’s decision of 1829, on the subject of 
Baptism, in which he was joined by Dr. 
Bruce, and which were formerly laid on the 
table, were, on motion, taken up, and 
Messrs. Allison and Donnan were appointed 
a committee to answer said reasons of dis- 
sent. 

The preamble and resolution relative to 
the solemnization of marriage on the Lord's 
day, laid on the Synod’s table at a former 
sitting, were, on motion, taken up and re- 


ferred to a select committee, consisting of 


Dr. Ramsay and Mr .Donnan, with orders to 
report to the Synod at its next meeting. 


Vor: Vile. 
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Adjourned till the usual hour to-morrow 
morning. 
Closed with prayer. 


Tuurspay, May 19. 

The Synod met and was opened with 
prayer. 

é —s 

Members present as above. 

The minutes of the last sitting being read, 
a communication addressed to the Synod by 
Mr. Matthew R. Atchison was read, pray- 
ing for a review of his case formerly de- 
cided. This paper, on motion, was refer- 
red to a select committee, with orders to re- 
port this afternoon. Said committee to con- 
sist of Messrs. M’Lean, jun., Hanna and 
Blair. 

The committee appointed to review the 
Records of the Presbyteries of Muskingum 
and Ohio, reported, and their reports were, 
on motion, accepted. 

The committee appointed to report on 
the case of Dr. Bullions, as reported by the 
Presbytery of Cambridge, presented their 
report, which was on motion adopted, and 
is as follows: 

Your committee having read the papers in the case 
of Dr. Bullions and the Presbytery of Cambridge, 
while they do not take upon them to pronounce up- 
on the correctness or incorrectness of Presbytery’s 
reasoning, do at the same time think that the cen- 
sure the Presbytery agreed to inflict is merited, and 
that Dr. Bullions sould be enjoined to submit there- 
unto, without any limitation. 

On motion, resolved, that the Missiona- 
ries be allowed orders for the sums _respec- 
tively reported due to them, onthe Treasurer 
for the Missionary Fund, or any other mo- 
nies not appropriated ; 

Ihe report of the committee appointed 
last evening on the subject of Slaverv, was 
presented and read, as follows : 

The committee appointed to prepare an over- 
ture on the subject of slavery, as a substitute for 
the one now before the Synod,” report as fol- 
lows : 

The Synod still adhere to the resolutions passed 
in 1511, as containing all the principles of jus- 
tice and equity required by the law of God, be- 
tween those people called slaves, and their pre- 
sent owners. But as some of these resolutions 
seem not to have been well understood, and 
have not answered the end designed by them 
so fully as was expected, it is judged to be ne- 
cessary to state their spirit and meaning more 
fully, and add some divections for their more 
effectua! application. 

‘* 1. That it is a moral evil to hold negroes or 
their children in perpetual slavery ; or to claim 
the right of buying or selling them ; or of be- 
queathing them as transferable property.” 

As this resolution forbids all kinds of traffic 
that treats mankind as slaves, it also requires 





* See Minutes of Synod of 1829 and 1880, Reli- 
gious Monitor, volume 6, p, 90, and yolume 7. p 
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those in our religious communion, who are now 
holding slaves, to use such legal measuresas will 
effectually secure these slaves and their offspring 
from being brought into a state of slavery uncer 
any other persons. 

** 2. That all persons belonging to our commun- 
ion, having slaves in possession, be directed to 
set them at. liberty, unless prohibited from doing 
so by the civil law ; and that, in those states where 
the liberation of slaves is rendered impracticable 
by the existing: laws, it is the duty of holders of 
slaves to treat them with as much justice as if they 
were liberated ; to give them suitable food and 
to have them taught to read, aud in- 


and, when 


clothing ; 
structed in the principles 
their services justly deserve it, to give them ad- 
ditional compensation.” 

The part of this resolution which requires those 
holders of slaves, whio are hindered from setting 
them free by the laws of the state in which they 
live, to “give them suitable food and clotliing ; 
to teach them to read ; to instruct them in the 
principles of religion ; and to give them addi- 
tional compensation when their services may just- 
ly require it ;” also includes the necessity of an 
agreement between those masters and their serv- 
ants, respecting the compensation that may be 
due to their services, and to secure peace and 
equity, in this case, it may be also necessary that 
the rate of service, or amount of compensation, be 
fixed by disinterested persons, chosen by the par- 
ties concerned. 

*¢ 3. That those slave holders who refuse to re- 
neounce the above claim, and to treat their slaves 
in the manner now specified, are unworthy of 
being admitted into, or retained in, the fellowship 
of the church of Christ.”’ 

This resolution is so plain and reasonable, 
it needs neither explanation nor argument. But 


Ol le€ livion ; 


that 
unas 


the application of it may require much prudence ° 


and tenderness, as well as faithfilness and care. 

*©4. That it may be lawful for persons in our 
communion, to purchase negroes from those who 
are holding them in absolute and perpetual stave- 
ry, with a view to retain them in their service un- 
til they are recompensed for the money laid out 
in the purchase of the said slaves ; pros ided it be 
done with the consent of the negroes themselves, 
and that they be treated, in the mean time, ac- 
cording to the second of these resolutions.” 

This resolution gives an opportunity for pro- 
moting the liberation of slaves, to those who are 
disposed so to do ; and cannot countenance spe- 
culation in the buying and selling of negroes, if 
the seéond regulation is carefully attended to. 

‘© 5. That it is the duty of sessions to see that 
the above regulations be faithfully observed ; but 
that, before they be acted upon in any congregation 
where the application of them is requisite, care 
shall be taken to have the people of that congre- 
gation not only apprised of these regulations, but 
instructed concerning the moral evil of the slave 
holding here condemned.” 

This resolution respects the practical applica- 
tion of all the former rules, and renders it the in- 
dispensable duty of teachers and office be irers in 
the church to use their opportunities, influence, 
and authority in accomplishing that very itpor- 
tant end and design. Pastors, settled in those 
states where slave holding exists, are enjoined to 
instruct the congregations under their care, in the 
evil ot that practice, and urge them to the dis- 
charge of their duty respecting it. Sessions are 
enjoined to take care that these resolutions are 
duly regarded in the admission of members to the 
fellowship of the church : and also acquaint the 


OF SYNOD 


ey) 


slaves with wiat has been done in favour of 


their natural rights and privileges. Presbyteries 

within wiose bounds slave holding exists, are en- 

joined to report annually to Synod their progress 

in effecting the object of these resolutions. 
DIRECTIONS. 

_ 1. In respect of what is said on the first resolu- 
tion, about securing slaves against their being 
broug'it into that condition under any other per- 
sons than their present owners, the Synod think 
it proper to add, that this may be done by deliver- 
ing them, by bill of sale, to an agent appointed 
for that purpose by the Synod, which agent shall 
five approved security that those slaves shall not 
be taken from their masters, if they be willing to 
remain in their service, and that said slaves shall 
not come into the power of another owner til] 
liberated ; and (hat if said slaves have not remu- 
nerated their masters for expense of purchase, or 
bringing up, they shall not be removed from lis 
service till such remuneration be made. Or, the 
object of this part of the first resolution may be 
effected by the masters removing with their slaves 
to a state where slavery does not exist. 

2. The first part of the 2d resolution, may be 
complied with by the holders of slaves, by send- 
ing them to Liberia ; or delivering them to the 
agent of the Colonization Society ; or by remoy- 
ing the slaves into a state in which slavery does 
not exist ; or by removing them to the colony of 
coloured people in Upper Canada, or by the S\ 
nod’s agent, as detailed above. 

THO. ALLISON, 
JAS. P. MILLER, 
A. ANDERSON. 

A counter report was also presented by 
a minority of the committee, which Was 
read and laid on the table. 

The question on the adoption of the re- 
port of the committee was taken under con- 
sideration, but before coming to a decision 
the Synod adjourned till the usual hour. 

Closed with prayer 

HALF PAST 1 o’CLock. 

The Synod met and was opened wit! 
prayer. 

Members present as above 

Read the minutes of last sitting. 

The committee appointed in the forenoon 
on the petition of Mr. Atchison, reported 
progress, and requested farther time, which 


was granted. 

On motion, resolved, that Messrs. John 
P. Dickey, and Andrew Bower, who are 
reported as students of the Ist. year, in the 
report of the lioard of managers, be recog- 
nized as students of the 2d. year, having 
been admitted to the study of theology by 
the Presbytery of Allegheny one year be- 
fore they entered the seminary. 

The Rev. W. Wilson presented his ac- 
count as the Synod’s agent for monies con- 
nected with the Student’s Fund, which was, 
on motion, referred to the committee on 
the funds. 

Proceeded to the business left unfinished 
in the forenoon, viz. the question on adopt- 
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ing the report of the committee on Slavery. 
After discussion the question was put to 
adopt the report of the committee as a sub- 
stitute for the printed overture, and it was 
carried “ not adopt ” 

It was then moved that the farther con- 
sideration of the subject be postponed till 
the next meeting of Synod. 

Before coming to a decision on this ques- 
tion, the Synod adjourned till haif past 7 
o'clock. 

Closed with prayer. 


HALF PAST 7 P. M. 

‘The Synod met and was opened with 
prayer. 

Members present as above 

The minutes of last sitting being read, 
the report of Messrs. Murray and Houston 
treasurers, were presented, and on motion, 
referred to the committee on the funds. 

The commiitee in the case of Mr. Atchi- 
son’s petition presented the following re- 
pert, which was, on motion, adopted. 

The committee to whom was referred the petition 
of Matthew R. Atchison, beg leave to report, that 
having examined the petition referred to, and consid- 
ered the whole history of the case, the committee 
are of opinion that the request of the petitioner desir- 
ing areview of his case cannot consistently be grant- 
ed, but at the same time, from the acknowledgments 
already made by Mr. Atchison, together with his 
expressed resolution to give no offence with respect 
to the rule in question for the future, your committee 
therefore recommend that Mr. Atchison be restored 
to the communion of the church 

DANIEL M’LEAN 
PD. BLAIR. 
THOS. HANN 

Proceeded to the business left unfinished 

in the afternoon sederunt, viz. the motion 
to postpone the farther consideration of the 
subject of Slave ry till next mee ting of Sy - 

nod After a short discussion, the que stion 
was taken and the motion lost. 

The report of the minority of the commit- 
tee, mentioned im the minutes of a former 
sitting, was then taken into consideration; 
and a motion made that said report be adop- 
ted as a substitute for the printed overture. 
The question being taken on this motion, it 
was carried to adopt it as a substitute. 

Mr. Caughy asked and obtained leave 
of absence. 

Adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at 
S o'clock. 

Closed with prayer. 


Fripay, May 20 
The Synod met and was opened with 
prayer. 
Members present as above, except 
Messrs. W. Wilson, M’Lean, Sen. Isaac, 
Goodwillie, Taggart, and Sleith, absent 


without leay ‘ 
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The minutes of last sitting being read’ 
the committe appointed to draft an act for a 
Fast, reported a draught which was, on mo- 
tion, re-consnitted. 

Mr. Blair asked 
absence. 

Proceeded to the order of the day, viz. 
the consideration of the report of the minor- 
ity of the committee on Slavery, which was, 
last eve ning, adopted as a substitute for the 
printed overture. It was moved that said 
report, with certain proposed amendments, 
be enacted as the deed of Synod. This 
report was discussed at length, and before 
coming to a decision, the Synod adjourned 


and obtained leave of 


ill the usual hour 


Closed with prayer 


HALF PAST 1, P. M. 

The Synod met and was opened with 
praver 

Members present as above. 

The minutes of the forenoon sitting be- 
ing read, it was, on motion, 

Resolved, To dispense with the receiv- 
ing of papers, in order to make way for 
the business left unfinished in the forenoon 
sederunt, viz: the motion for enacting the 
report on slavery, with the proposed amen4- 
ments, as the deed of Synod. 

After considerable discussion, 
taking the final vote, 
till half past 7 o'clock. 

Closed with prayer 


but before 
the Synod adjourned 


HALF pasr 7, P. M. 

The Synod met according to adjournment. 

Members present as above. 

Read the minutes of last sitting. 

The report of the committee on the funds 
was read, and on motion, accepted, and is 
as follows: 

The committee on the funds report as follows: 

Your committee find of funds not appropriated to 


any specific object, the following: viz. 
In the hands of Mr. Steele of Sy- 


| EE RES oes MOO 68 
Debts due, two notes, 100 
REINS SF $200 00 
Interest on the same for 13 
years 156 00 
——— 356 00 


Balance in the hands of Mr. Houston 393 17 





Total unappropriated 1440 85 
Appropriated to Hall, 
Eastern Hall; in the hands of Mr. 
I. o s04 6 cus 457 714 


Balance in the hands of Mr. “Murray Li 44 





Applicable to building. 
Students fund consisting of 22 
shares of Commercial bank tock, 
$1100; annual increase.... .. 66 00 
Tn the harids of Mr. Houston . 114 92 
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Brought forward Pr 180 92 
Balance in the hands of Rev. Wm. 
Wilson, agent for publishing 'Tes- 
timonies, as per hisreport. . ... 669 503 
- 850 513 





Legacies, the annual proceeds ap- 
propriated to the permanent sup- 
port of the Hall, 

Ellenor Henry’s legacy $1500, per 
statement of executors; | years 
interest, due Jan. 1, 1832, at 7 
POP CONE. 0000. ce ncccecccveccese 

Mrs. Mary J. Whiteside’s legacy 
$150; annual interest at 6 per ct. 9 00 

-—— 114 00 


Total $3,150 524 

From the above stalement it appears that if the 
Professor's salary of $300 for the year terminating 
May 1822, be deducted from the interest of the lega- 
Cies, appropriated to the permancnt support of the 
Hialland the Students fund, which together make 
$964 519 it would leave S664 513 in the students 
fund, ence there is at tbe disposal of the Synod, 


105 00 


for the purposes of the students fund $664 51y 
Appropriated to the [tall 745 154 
Unappropriated 1440 85 


But as some part of the funds included, in the ac- 
count, debts due, may not be immediately or eventu- 
ally available, some deduction from this amount may 
be calculuted on. 

The collections and subscriptions for building the 
Hall being not fully reported,your committee cannot 
state the amount. Your committee also find, that 
there are nO monies in the Missionary fund. 

All which is respectfully reported. 

JAMES P, MILLER. 
JAMES BAIN. 


ROEERT STEELE IN ACCOUNT WITH SYNOD IN 
SYNOD’s FUND. 


May 31, 1830. DR. 
pe eer rere ree are $459 435 
June 1, cash from congregation of Tirzah, 

S. C. per Rev. Mr. M’Elwee.......... 12 00 


** 2, Donation from Mr. Alexander Bachop, 30 00 
From Rev. Thos. Beveridge for Testimo- 


| RE ore eee 8 75 
From Sugar Creek congregation per Rev. 

RPE EE ey 7 00 
From Barnet congregation per Rev. T. 

i thidncethcihacseabeaceeess 9 76 
A legacy of Mrs. M’Indove per do.. 30 00 
Nov. 4. 
A legacy of T. Wilson per Rey. F. Pringle 500 00 

$1056 944 

June 2, 1839 cR. 


By cash paid Rev. N. Ingles as per order. ..119 14 
June4 “* 6 J. Kendall “a 165 87} 
“6 4 S. Hindman for Rev. S. 

PERRO s onesie ndcccccdcccdccessseosce ‘ PH 60 


CORPO Hee eet HEM e ee eres eeesesees 





" for advice as to incorporation 
OF Bymod.....cerccccesccccvcccescvoees 5 00 
Bs sk 6 00 ips son svsindcnsexsectente 691 68 
$1056 945 


ROBERT STEELE IN ACCOUNT WITH SYNOD IN 


MIISSIONARY FUND. 
April 29, 1830 

‘To amount rendered last report........... 
June 2, 1830. cr. 
By cash paid Rev. N. Ingles as per order. . ..¢27 84 


ROBERT STEELE IN ACCOUNT WITH EASTERN 
THEOLOGICAL HALL FUND. 


May 31, 1830. DR. 

To Balance....... Tent shh dhhneteseenwees $424 714 

Noy. 19. 

To half years interest on students fund.... 33 00 
$457 714 


The above is a correct report of the Synod’s Mis- 
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sienary and Theological Hall fund—the Students 
fund remains the same as heretofore reported. 
ROBERT STEELE. 


DANIEL HOUSTON IN ACCOUNT WITH ASSOCIATE 
sYNOD. 

May 18th, 183], Pr. 
‘To cash received from Bloomfield and Cam- 

Ns iin .4 ote adie Ceeemae ee $ 
From Fairfield and Donegal for 1830-31,... 
UE Us on 0099.05.465545 068s 8c ccks tier 
From Presbytery of Carolina,.... ...... ee 
From Rev. A. Anderson,........-+sse.e0. 
From Mrs. Susannah Greer,,......... “se 
From John Blair, Yorkhill, 8S. Carolina,.... 
From Massies Creek,.... 
ED Cbs vets cvensnsscceseseic 
I, Bihan can cennibe denduees 
From Poland, Liberty and Deer Creek, 
Pad incestadccasvte Guasereacs outs 
From Darlington,... 
From Pistol Creek and Big Spring,. ..... 
PHORR FOUR Giks ddine oe 008 5ansecnneces 
From Samuel McKinley, Knox cong. Tenn. 
From Andrew McCall, do. ts. as 
From Jane Barcroft, Leesburgh, Tenn.,... 
From James Maxwell, Blount co., Tenn.,.. 
From Elizabeth Bell, Wash. co. Tenn.... 
From Mary Bell, 25—Ann Bell, 25, Wash- 

ee rt eer 
From Sarah Bell, 25—Jane Bell 25, do. do 
From Elizabeth Thompson, Alabama,..... 
From Congregation of Argyle,.... ....... 
From do. ee 
From do. North Argyle,..... 
i ee eer 
From First Congregation of New-York.... 
From Congregation of Florida,............ 
From Testimonies sold by Chauncy Web- 
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From Samnel Wilson, Xenia cong.,........ 
From Margaret Moore, legacy,........... 
From Congregation of Cadiz, per Rev. T. 
OD a rsdn pcwetedves+<otviendow bRGNa 
From Piney Fork congregation, per do. 
From Robert McClelland, chartiers,...... 
Frem Rev. J. Hindman, 25—Mary Stewart, 
Cananeburgh, 25, 000s ccciessccsccteces 
From Moont Pleasant congregation, per P. 
PD) kccnces cia, dsacksinanccanee 
From Rey. W. Wilson, for copies of testi- 
mony published 1824,................ ‘ 
From Washington congregation, per Rey. 
Si CS eer. chtok arcknatrenawands 7 00 
May 19th, tocash received from Rev. J. 
Donaldson, Yellow Creek, contribution,. 9 00 
To cash, Philadelphia congregation per D. 


— 
ou 


s 


10 00 


Templeton, contribution,...,....... ... 47 32 
To cash per Wm. Wilson for sales of acts 
CS ee ee 15 00 


To cash received from Rey. McLane, Che- 
nango and Salem cong., contribution, .... 9 00 
To cash received per Rey. E. N. Scroggs, 


OORIIIIIOR, 6.4.0 osc cgechsecuss shi bceee 3 00 
To cash received from Richhill and Buflalo 

cong. per Rev. J. Dickey,.............+: 5 00 
To cash received from Rey. Mr. Murray 

contribution of his cong.,........-...++- 8 00 
To cash received Mount Hope congregation 

OO SION. Th Bs nc save ccassenkis 10 00 
To cash per Rey. W. Wilson, for act and 

SES hi eksnsdsadinhabetsacicedvag 
To cash congregational contribution of ehar- 

GE asa Cubestctsccd nonce sv edesnier seen 00 

548 35} 
DANIEL HOUSTON TO ASSOCIATE SYNOD IN MISSION- 
ARY FUND. 

May 18th, 1831. DR, 
Tocash received from A. Roseburgh, late 

treasurer; the balance due late treasurer 

from Synod’s fund was taken from Mis- 

CE hs 8 o> unc tesi docxecede ene BT 
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Cash Rer. A. Bachop, Argyle,..........-. 20 00 
Cash received per J « Bicho >. sovecsesces 5 00 
Received per Rev. James P. Miller,....-. 00 
«per Rev. John Wallace, Va...... 2 00 

« per Miss Jane Gordon, Washing- 
Cy cccvdecescoscccerocs cossvencenuste 00 
65 57 


The Accountant claims credit for the following 
disbursements: 


May 18, 1831, cash paid Rev. Mr. Wallace, 18 00 
Paid Rey. Samuel Wilson,...............-. 27 9 
J. Galloway per Rev. J. McCarrel......... 30 00 
May 19, Rev. James McCarrel,........ ... 54 25 
pS ee ee rc 91 50 
220 75 
DANIEL HOUSTON TO ASSOCIATE SYNOD STUDENT'S 
FUND 
May 18th, 1531. Dk. 
"fo cash received from A. Roseburgh, late 
EEE PEP Pe 47 50 
To interest bequeathed by Mrs. Mary G. 
Wr oda édaetenced¥edlencas 9 00 


Cash received from Female Society Massies 


E55 k0 dens svoddent saesienntnedtes 7 42 
Cash received from Elizabeth Turnbull,... 1 00 
114 92 


The above isa correct report of Synod’s Funds, 
Missionary’s Funds, and Student’s Funds, as receiv- 
ed, and paid out by me for the Associate Synod. 

DANIEL HOUSTON, Treas. 

Canonsburgh, May 19th, 1831. 


ALEXANDER ROSEBURGH, TREASURER, IN ACCOUNT 
WITH THE ASSOCIATE SYNOD. 


June 19, 1830. DR. 
To Balance. ....... pine enenchoanaosideene $36 31} 
To Cash ree’d. of Glade run congregation 3 95 
“ 12th, ree’d. of Peters Creek cong..... 9 00 
Sept 10th, ree’d. of North Buffalo cong.... 7 85 


March 29, 1831. 

Received of a member of Chartiers cong.... 
TT ee ee eee 
May 9th, rec’d. of South Buffalo cong...... 0 00 
Rec’d. of Montures run cong. for 1830 & 31. 12 00 
** Lith, reed. of Pittsburgh congregation. . 20 00 


50 Testimonies 15 624 


$121 244 
© 16th, balance to A. Reseburgh........ 23 754 

$150 00 
Sept. 10, 1830. DR. 
By cash paid Rev. James Ramsay........ $59 00 
March 29, 1831. Cash paid Rev James 


oo ae 50 00 
ca siete iawn aihy aalieema uanomes labial 50 00 
$150 00 


$28 753 





May I6th.—Balance 


STUDENTS FUND. 

May 19, 1830. DR. 
Te ROBES. 0.2.00 cc ccece . $47 50 
MISSIONARY FUND, 

May 19, 1830. DR. 
FI ce. dedae? sbaacedadesiesnach $57 323 


By the above account Synods fund is Dr to $28 
75}. Balance of Students fund $47 50 and Mission- 
a _ 57 32; which leaves me indebted to Syn- 
od $76 07. 

ALEX. ROSEBURGH, Treasurer 

Pittsburgh, May 16, 1831. 


Synod will please to accept of my resignation as 
Treasurer; Mr. Banks will pay over the balance due 
by me to my successor. Yours respectfully, 


ALEX. ROSEBURGH. 
To the Associate Synod of N. A 


42 
STUDENTS FUND 18 ACCOUNT WITH WM. WILSON, 
Feb 10, 1826. DR. 
Received from Mr. "an csccccce+s G256 21Z 
do do. or printing of 
the Act and Testimony................ 155 00 
July 10, 1827, from Mr. Roseburgh....... 50 16 


eg Ne eae ey 100 00 





is TINE, 6 o0 503 64 55 ca cdbncbeces 171 45 
From Mr. Adams for students fund........ 27 87 
From the Ohio congregation for books..,. 4 00 
Feb 17, 1828, from Monteurs run......... 6 00 
March 26, from Mr. Donnan........ «..... 20 00 
Nov. 8, from Mr. Murray.......+..0.e00 15 00 
Interest on Mr. Munro’s note..... ......- 21 00 
BE Oe TIE. oc cnecccs. oveces. cannsent 30 00 
$856 69 

Credit by books and sundries....... eoo.e 387 B12) 

Balance in hand $069 562 


GEORGE MURRAY IN ACCOUNT WITH SYNOD IN THE 


SEMINARY FUNDes 
May 18, 1831. 








To cash rec'd. from former Treasurer...... $176 94 

Frome Rev: B. TAOTOR. «occ scne eosascnnces 20 00 

From John Finley Rockbridge co. Va...... 5 00 

Sundry persons in Blourt co. Tenn........ 1 00 
Philadelphia contributing society by J. R. 

BIN da baetceh esp achacedouveessteeds 25 50 

From congregation of Argyle............+ 50 00 

Alex. Bacho GED. vcivee seveseones 100 00 

Chauncey Webster....... ...seceees 5 00 

Rev. James Martin .......... sccoese 600 

388 44 

Credit by cash paid for lot............s000. 100 Ov 

Balance in Treasury $288 44 


GEORGE MURRAY, Tvyeasurer. 


Mr. J. Alexander asked and obtained 
leave of absence during the remaining sit- 
tings of Synod. 

Proceeded to the business left unfinished 
in the afternoon sederunt, viz. the motion 
to enact the report on Slavery with the pro- 
posed amendments, as the deed of Synod. 
Before taking the question the following 
resolution was offered, viz., 

Rssolved, That Synod agree to defer a 
final decision on the subject till next meet- 
ing; and in the mean time appoint a select 
committee to mature the business for the 
Synod to act finally upon it, with orders to 
report at next meeting. This motion being 
put to vote, was negatived The ques- 
ticn then recurred on the original motion 
for enactment; and after prayer by one of 
the brethren, the question was put, ‘ enact 
or not,’ and carried enact, by a vote of 31 
to 10. The enactment is as follows: 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Resolved, That as slavery is clearly condemned by 
the law of God, and has been long since judicially 
declared tobe a moral evil by this church ; no mem- 
ber thereof shall, from and after this date, be allow- 


ed to hold a human being in the character or condi- 
tion of a slave. 

Resolved, That this Synod do hereby order all its 
subordinate judicatories to proceed forthwith to car- 
ry into execution the intention of the foregoing res- 
olution, by requiring those church members under 
their immediate inspection, who may be possessed of 
‘aves, ta relinquish their unjust claims, and re- 











45 MINUTES 


lease those whom they may have heretofore con- 
sidered as their property. 

Resolved, That if any member or members of this 
church, in order to evade this act, shall sell any of 
their slaves, or make a transfer of them, so as to re- 
tain the proceeds of their services, or the price of 
their sale, or in any other way evade the provisions 
of this act, they shall be subject to the censures of 
the church. 

Resolved, Further, that where an individual is 
found, who has spent so much of his or her strength 
in the service of another, as to be disqualified from 
providing for his or her own support, the master in 
such a case is to be held responsible for the comfort- 
able maintenance of said servants. 


That the foregoing resolutions may be carried in- 
to full effect, the Synod do agree to recommend to 
persons holding slaves in our communion, that the 
following directions be observed : 

1. Let slaves be manumitted at home, when this 
can be done in agreeableness with state enact- 
ments. 

2. Let slaves be removed, or let families together 
with their slaves remove to non slave-holding states. 

3. Let the slaves be sent to Liberia, or delivered 
over to the agent of theAmericanColonization Sccie- 
ty,or sent to the colony of coloured people in Upper 
Canada, in cases where it shal! be found most prac- 
iicable; and in order to this, Synod will appoint an 
agent, to whom masters are to make known their 
willingness to part with their slaves,without remun- 
eration; and said agent will be authorized to collect 
funds in such manner as he shall judge best, and 
disburse them, in defraying the expenses of the re- 
moval of such slaves, to the place of their destiva- 
tion; provided always. the consent of the slave be 
obtained. 

4, Let any member of this church purchase slaves 
trom owners, not of this church, and give them their 
liberty, or retain them in thei: service until compen- 
sated by their labour for the sum expended in their 
redemption. Also, let masters contract with their 
slaves and pay them just wages, for a limited time, 
until remunerated for the expense of raising and ed- 
ucating them, if any such semuneration be in jus- 
tice due, which matter is to be determined by the 
master and slave themselves, but in case they can- 
not agree, by some disinterested individuals by them 
chosen. Moreover, in order to prevent a reversion 
to a state of slavery in such cases, the slaves shall 
be delivered by bills of sale to the agent of Syuod 
above mentioned, who shall give an approved secu- 
rity, that those slaves shall not be taken from their 
masters, noc come into the the power of another 
owner till liberated. 

5. Let pastors, settled in those states where slave 
holding exists, instruct the congregations under their 
care in the evil of that practice, and urge them to a 
discharge of their duty respecting it; let sessions al- 
so take care that the above resolutions and direc- 
tions be duly observed in the admission of members 
to the fellowship of the chuich, and in their practice 
afterwards; and also let them acquaint the slaves 
with what the Synod has now done in behalf of 
their natural rights and privileges. 

Against this decision Mr. Heron entered 
his protest for reasons to be given in. In 
this he was joined by Messrs. Anderson, 
M’Elwee, M’Naughton, Dr. Ramsay and 
Mr. Allison. 

Adjourned till 8 o’clock to-morrow morn- 
ing: 

Closed with praver 
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Saturpayr, May 21, 

The Synod met and was opened with 
prayer. 

Members present as above, except 
Messrs. Irvine, E. N. Scroggs, Clokey, 
Hindman, Kirkland, Dickey, Scott, Trim- 
ble, Whitby, James, Alexander, and Stew- 
art, absent without leave. 

Read the minutes of the last sitting. 

The moderator gave notice that he join- 
ed in the protest against the decision of 
last evening. 

Mr. Wallace also craved the same privi- 
lege. 

The report of the committee appointed on 
the Western mission by the Presbytery of 
Miami, was read, as follows, and on mo- 


tion referred to the committe of supplies. 
REPORT 
Of the Committee on the Western Mission. 

Your committee would report that there is no 
very material change in the state of the smali 
branches committed to their inspection, since Tast 
vear, with the exception of the congregations of 
Racoon, Sugar Creek and Burnet’s Creek, which 
have, Since last year, obtained a settled ministry, 
and a few small branches which have been added 
to the Miami Presbytery. 

According to your direction, we made out a scale 
of appointments for your missionaries, which was 
fulfilled as far as the inelemency of the weather 
would permit. Having given Mr. Rodgers appoint- 
ments for that portion of his time allotted by Synod 
to your Presbytery, as the demand for supply 
in this extensive region, required that 7 should be 
prolonged somewhat farther, we petitioned Char- 
tiers Presbytery for this purpose, but received no 
auswer. Your missionaries entered upon their la- 
bors the first weck of October. As the different pla- 
ces of preaching were far distant from each other, 
they found it expedient to travel separately. Mr. 
Rodgers passed on to Forks of Shoal, Bond co., Lll., 
where he preached oue Sabbath; the time from 
this until the first Sabbath of March, he spent in 
Unity congregation, Randolph co., with the excep- 
tion of the month of December, which was speut 
at Apple Creek, Green co. Mr. M’Carrell passed 
on to Apple Creek, where he spent two Sabbaths, 
but did not think it expedient at present to organize 
a congregation there ; from thence he passed on to 
Henderson river, Warren co., where he spent four 
Sabbaths, organized a congregation and dispensed 
the Lord’s Supper. At the Lower Rapids of Mis- 
sissippi he speut two Sabbaths: here application 
was made for the orgamzation of a congregation 
and dispensation of the supper, with this your mis- 
sionary did not think it expedient at present to 
comply. Fyrom thence he crossed over into Missou- 
ri and supplied the different vacancies in Ralls, 
Calloway, Pike and Lincoln counties, from the 
second Sabbath of December until the first Sab- 
bath of March. A petition had been presented to 
Synod last year, from the members in these places, 
requesting that one or more congregations should 
be organized and the supper dispensed, with this 
application your missionary was unable to comply, 
owing to the extceme inclemency of the weather. 
From thence he passed over into Randolph co. Il., 
and spent there the second and third Sabbaths of 
March, but did not dispense the supper, it being im- 
practicable for the neople at this season to assem 
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40 
ble together for this purpose owing to the bad state 
of the roads. In conclusion your committee wou!d 
remark, that the demand for supply of gospel ordi- 
nances in this extensive region, ismost urgent. The 
congregation at Henderson's river has petitioned 
for three ox four months supply next year: their 
present number and prospect of increase are such 
as to give us ground to expect that at a period oot far 
distant application wil! be made for a settled min- 
istey at this place, at present they h 

a willingness to defray the whole expense of what- 
ever supply may besent to them. The people at 
Apple creek, request two ov three months supply ; 


ve expressed 





and Unity congregation, Randolph co., as much 
ascan be conveniently granted. The people of 
Missouri would refer you to their petition of last 


year, and request, if practicable, you would take 
measures to comply with their request: here also ts 
a call for an additional supply. We would suggest 
the propriety of Presbytery requesting fiom Synod 
the labours of two missionaries next year: but if 
only one can be spared, he should enier the field of 
labour as soon as possible, and continue until the 
first of June next. This subject we hope 
the attention of Synod; and although our prospects 
of large accessions, may not in many of these pla- 
ces be very flattering at present, yet, fiom a section 
of country, where the enemies of truth and godli- 
ness are making every effort to disseminate princi- 
ples contrary to our boly retigion, there is a faithful 
remnant sighing forthe abominations done in the 
Jand, and earnestly crying to you to come over and 
help them; this request we hope will not be disre- 
garded: A consideration of the glory of the God 
of Zion—the eternal interests of those over whom 
you are appointed overseers, the Welfare of th 
present and generations yet unborn, tell us that their 
request should not. JAMES M’CARR E L. 
NATHANIEL !NGLES. 
ACCOUNT OF THE MISSIONARIES. 
Associate Synod to James M‘Carre}l Dr. 
To Missionary services from Ist Sabbath 


will meet 


of October 1830 to Ist Sabbath of April 
1831—26 Sabbaths $156 
Rec'd. from Apple Creek cong. Ill. $14 
Henderson river 23 
Rapids of Mississippi 10 
— Pr airie, Missouri 13 
Calloway co. do. 10 75 
Bowling Green d Ye 5 
Buffaloe do. 6 
Lincoln do 9 
Randolph co. Ill. BI 
101 75 


Balance 
Associate Synod to James Rodgers Dr. 
To Missionary Services from October Ist 


1830 to April Ist 1831—26 Sabbaths $156 

Rec'd. of John Moutgomery Bond co. Hl. $3 
James Ramsay, Madison co 1 
John Gracey do. 1 
Thos. Allen, Sen., Apple Creek 1 
Mrs. Allen, Sen., do. 50 
Thos. Ailev, jr. do. 50 
Saml. Allen, do. 50 
Wr. Allen, do. 1 
Francis Bell do. 50 
James Martin do. 2 
John Clendennin, Randolph co. 50 
Saml. Boyd do. 5 
John M’Millan do. 10 
Moses Thompson _ do. 8 











It - ‘ i 4 
121 50 

3y Cash advanced by J. Galloway, Xenia, 30 00 
Balance $91 50 


An order was given on the Synod’s Treasurer to 
J. Galloway, for the above mentioned $30, by o¢- 


der of the Miami Presb yytery. 


The report of the Board of Managers of 
> Theological Seminary was read as fol- 
, } . Yy 
lows, and on motion laid on the table. 
CanonspurGu, March 30, 18381. 
The board of trustees for the Theological Hal! 
met, and found that the following students have at- 
tended the Hall with the professor this season. For 
the 3d year William M’Leland, Thomas Willson. 
For the 2d year Bankhead Boyd,James Henderson, 
David Lindsay, William C. Pollock. James Ram- 


say, David Thompson. For the Ist year Hugh 
Blair, Andrew Bower, John P. Dickey, Thomas 
Kendall, James Pattison. ; 

rhe students delivered discourses before the 


board; except Messrs. Lindsay, Ramsay and Blair, 
who yt been prevented by providential circum- 


stances. They read Hebrew before the board, and 


in these exercises they all acquitted themselves 
much to the satisfaction of the members of the 
board. Respectfully submitted, 


ALEX. MURRAY, Cleri:: 

Resolved, That Mr. Heron be appoint= 
ed to supply four months in Cincinnatti, viz 
August, September, October, and Novem- 
ber, and that his pulpit be supplied three 
months during his absence. 

On — res that Mr. James 
C. Bruce be appointed to itinerate on the 
Western mission from the middle of Se »ptem- 
ber till the middle of June, 1832; and that 
the Presbytery of Muskingum be ordered 
to take him on trial for ordinations with 
view to said mission. 

Resolved, that Mr. D. Gordon be 
appointed to Itinerate as missi onary in Up- 
per Canada for six months, commencing 
with the first of July. ‘ 

In reference to the Western mission, on 
motion, 

Resolved, That 
Bruce be authorized, 
in Presbyterial capacity. 

The following resolution was offered for 
consideration, viz: 

Resolved, That a committee be appoint- 
ed to revise the Book of Discipline, with 
orders to report to the Synod at next meet- 
ing. The consideration of this resolution 
was, on motion, postponed till the next 
mee ting of Synod. 

The committee of supplies presente od their 
report, which was adop ted, and is as follows: 


SCALE F : -OIN. MENTS. 
Jobu Kena Muskingum, June, Jnly; Ohio, Au- 
gest, Septer-ber; gnevy, Ovtoler, Novem- 
Philad. 'phia, De: ember, January, February ; 
pt March: Cambridge, April, May. 
John Hindman, Allegheny, June,: July; Chartiers, 
August, September; Muskingum, October, No- 


olved, 


also, 


and 
» to-‘meet 


Messrs. Ingles 
necessary 
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vember, December; Miami, January, February, 
March, April; Chartiers, May. 

Wr. Douthet, Ohio, June; Allegheny, July; Phil- 
adelphia, A t, September, October, November, 
Recanbes, anuary, February; Carolina, March, 
A i , ay. 

yan ee Wallace, Cambridge, June; Albany, July, 
August; Ohio, September; Muskingum, October; 
Miami, November, December, January, February; 
Chartiers, March; Allegheny, April; Philadel- 
phia, May. 

David Gordon, Cambridge, June; Canada, July, Au- 
gust, September, October, November, December; 
Albany, January, February, March, April; Cam- 
bridge, May. 

James gers, Chartiers, June; Ohio, July, Au- 
gust; Allegheny, September, October; Philadel- 

hia, November, December; Cambridge, January, 
> ed Albany, March, April; Philadelphia, 
May. 

Seer C. Bruce, Allegheny, June; Ohio, July; 
Muskingum, August; Miami, Ist & 2d Sabbath 
in September and then on Western mission till 
next meeting. 

Horace Thompson, Cambridge, June; Albany, July; 
Philadelphia, August; Mr Heron’s congregation, 
September, October, November; Carolina, De- 
cember, January, February; Miami, March, April, 


May. 

pean Stalker, Philadelphia, June, July, August; 
Albany, September, October, November, Decem- 
ber, January, February; Cambridge, March April, 


May. 
Peter Bullions, to remain in the Presbytery of Alba- 
ny till next meeting. 
Thos. Ferrier, inthe Presbytery of Albany till next 
meeting of Synod. 
A. Whyte, Sen , in the Presbytery of Cambridge till 
next meetirg. 
Robert Laing, in the Presbytery of Albany till next 
meeting. 
It being understood that the Rev. Alex. Boyd, late 
of Ireland, is on his way to Pittsburgh, 
Resolved, That he be referred to the Presbytery 
of Allegheny for admission and apppointments. 


On motion, resolved, that a committee be 
:. ers to audit the accounts of Mr. Ken- 
dall, missionary to Canada, and be authori- 
zed to give him an order on the treasurer for 
any monies due tohim by Synod. Messrs. 
Scroggs and M’Elwee were appointed said 
committee. 

On motion, resolved, that 100 copies of 
the Declaration and Testimony be consign- 
ed to the care of the Rev. N. Ingles, for 
the purpose of supplying the demand in his 
bounds. 

The question proposed in the report of 
the Presbytery of the Carolinas for advice 
respecting the baptism of the children of a 
bond-servant in our communion, whose wife 
is in possession of a person not in our com- 
munion, &c., was called up, and the advice 
of Synod given to this effect ; that in such 
a case baptism should be administered. 

The draught of an Act for a fast was pre- 
sented, which was adopted, and on motion, 
referred to Mr. Martin for publication. It 
is as follows: 


ACT FOR A PAST. 
While the goodness of God to the church 
and to the land calls for our gratitude and 
praise, the remembrance of our sins as the 
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grounds of the Lord’s controversy with us, 
and the evidences of his wrath against us, 
call us to the exercise of fasting, weeping, 
supplication and reformation. 

The kindness of the Lord to our land has 
been very great. He has given us a good 
and large land—peace among ourselves, and 
peace with all the nations of the earth—has, 
for many years, given us rains from heaven, 
and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with 
food and gladness. He has given us the 
Word of Life, the gospel of our salvation, 
with the privilege of reading, preaching, 
hearing, and professing it, and practising its 
principles without the risk of life, liberty, or 
property, and has continued these privileges 
with us after many great and lasting provo- 
cations of his anger. Yet, for all this, we 
have not turned, as a nation, from the error 
and evil of our ways, but have hardened 
our hearts and stiffened our necks in rebel- 
lion against the Lord of Hosts. 

Though in general our civil institutions 
and laws are good ; yet in some things they 
are not sufficiently conformed to the law of 
God. They authorise the abuse of the lot, 
dispensing with lawful oaths, taking oaths 
in a superstitious manner, and the swearing 
of ensnaring oaths—and all the abominations 
of Freemasonry—the breach of the Sabbath 
in the most public manner, and slavery in 
all its horrors. Thus, both preceptively and 
practically, too much countenance is given 
to atheism, infidelity, superstition, idolatry, 
profaneness, impiety, injustice, and cruel op- 
pression. 

Again: Although possessed of the privi- 
lege, we have not been sufficiently careful 
in the choice of our civil rulers. We are 
often influenced more by sectional prejudi- 
ces, party politics, &c. than by the fear and 
love of God, and the desire of having those, 
to rule over us, whofear God and hate cove- 
tousness. By these means, and various 
others connected with them, it often happens 
among us, that the vilest men are aed. 
and folly and impiety are set in high places ; 
and the wicked fearlessly walk on each side, 
and unblushingly, yea, insultingly practice 
the most gross abominations, and utter the 
most daring, God provoking impieties. These 
circumstances exercise a very evil influence 
on the various subordinate ranks of society, 
so that there is much ground for the com- 
plaint: There is no truth, nor mercy, nor 
knowledge of God in the land: By swear- 
ing, and lying, and killing, and stealing, 
and committing adultry, they braak out, 
and blood toucheth blood ; therefore the land 
mourneth. And we have great cause to he- 
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lieve that the Lord hath a controversy with 
the land. 

If we turn from the land to the church, 
the scene darkens. 

We have great cause of thankfulness to 
the God of Zion for the kind care which he 
has taken of the church in all past genera- 
tions, and for his special goodness to her in 
the present age. He has, by his good 
hand upon her, not only preserved her in 
being, while the devil, an ungodly world, 
and false brethren of numerous kinds, and 
various principles and character, have been, 
with jomt heart, plotting her destruction, 
and, indefatigably laboring for her ruin ; 
so that the fire has not been permitted to 
consume her, nor the floods to drown her ; 
but he has greatly increased his people by 
his power ; and by his blessing, made them 
stronger than their enemies. 

But we have great cause to lament, that 
the church has not rendered again accord- 
ing to the benefit done unto her—that she 
has dealt very perfidiously in God’s cove- 
nant, and has gone backward, but not for- 
ward. In particular ; there has been in the 
Protestant churches, a great falling away, 
from the attainments of our forefathers. By 
some, the church’s holy covenant with her 
God, has been ignominiously burnt ; by oth- 
ers buried in shameful oblivion ; by others, 
owned in profession, but denied in practice ; 
their words being good, but their hearts not 
sincere—by others, its obligation denied ;— 
by others, insulted, and ridiculed and malig- 
ned, and those, who, in this covenant, are 
endeavourmg to be found faithful with God 
and the Saints, mocked as superstitious bi- 
gots and enthusiastic fanatics. 

In accordance with the above, we find 
that there is a great want of that prevalent 
Jove and fear of God and zeal—holy zeal 
for his truth, and the order, discipline and 
government of his house, and purity of 
his worship, which were, in covenanting 
days, wont to be found in the protestant 
church at large, and in the Secession church, 
in particular. The Lord’s witness, has, in a 
great measure dropped or corrupted her tes- 
timony ; therefore, error and falsehood pre- 
vail. 

Witnes the alarming increase of Popery, 
both in the land of our forefathers and in 
these United States. Hence the preva- 
lence of errors of almost nameless kind, both 
in principle and practice, even among those 
who profess to draw their principles from the 
Bible. 

Many who claim to be 
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name of Christ, in reality, deny him in his 
natures, person, prerogatives, offices, and 
work, gifts and graces—laws and ordi- 
nances : viz. his Supreme Deity, his real 
humanity, the personal union of the two na- 
tures ih the Son of God—his eternal Son- 
ship—that he is, by his word and Spirit, the 
alone prophet of his Church: That he is, 
by his perfect vicarious obedience unto death, 
and his prevalent intercession, our only and 
all sufficient high-priest ; that he alone, as 
our king, is able to renew our wills, and 
persuade and enable us to embrace him as 
the Lord our righteousness and strength, as 
freely offered to us in the gospel : The suf- 
ficiency and infallibility of his grace to build 
us up, and to give us an inheritance among 
all those who are sanctified—that he has in- 
stituted any special form of government in 
his church, or it he has, that that form is 
not presbyterial. 

In consequence of the above corrupt prin- 
ciples, and others necessarily connected with 
them, impiety and superstition are much in- 
creased ; corruption and confusion, easily 
find their way into the Church, under the 
specious names of charity, peace, forbear- 
ance, moderation, zeal, &c. Those who hold 
principles the most contradictory, say, “a 
confederacy.” 

This hypocritical friendship must be sup- 

orted by human devices, because it cannot 
* supported from the word of God. Hence 
the great multitude of human institutions and 
commandments of men, instead of, and in 
opposition to, the word of God. Hence, 
forms of sound words, collected from the 
scriptures, by those who were, by the good 
spirit of God, ‘valiant for the truth upon 
the earth,” are in many instances laid aside, 
for the defective light, fictitious and corrupt 
productions of those who compass themselves 
about with sparks of their own kindling, 
and walk in the hight of their own fire. 

Finally, while we lament that these things 
are so in others, we cannot say that we are 
cuiltiess—-with us, even with us, are sins 
against the Lord our God! Though we, of 
the Associate Church, have professed a good 
profession before many witnesses ; and lift- 
ed upa testimony for truth, yet we have rea- 
son to fear, that our profession is often deni- 
ed by our practice—our testimony contra- 
dicted by our directly or indirectly counte- 
nancing those things against which we have 
borne witness. Though we have sworn to 
the Lord of hosts, and joined ourselves to him, 
in an everlasting covenant, we are often 
fumnd nofarthful and unsteadfast. We com 
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very far short of what many We 9 went be- 
fore us, were in love, in zeal, in diligence, 
and in valent for the truth, ry ° Ww ‘Hling= 
ness to forsake ail for Christ, and to spend 
and be spent for lus glory and the advance- 
ment of his cause. 

For the above reasons, and others of like 
ature, particularly such as are meptioned | In 
our acknowledgement ofsins prefixed to o 
sclemn public covenant, we, in obedience to 
the Lord’s command, call ourselves and the 
people under our care to the exercise of fust- 
ing and humiliation and prayer, before the 
Lord our God ; that he may turn away his 
wrath from the land and from the church ; 
that he may bless our land, that he may wa- 
ter Zion as at the first, that when the enemy 
comes in like a flood, the spirit of the Lord 
may lift up a standard against him—that we 
may be called Hepzibah and our land Beu- 
lah—that he may heal our backslidings, turn 
away his anger, love us freely, and be as 
the dew to Israel, causing him to revive asthe 
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corn, and grow as ihe vine and cast forth 
his roots, and scent as Lebanon. 

The 4th Thursday of November was ap- 
pointed as the day of fasting. 

On motion, reselved, that the call of 
James C. Bruce, from the Presbytery of 
the Carolinas be transmitted to the Pres- 
bytery-of Muskingum for presentation, to- 
gether with any other calls that may be pre- 
pared for the candidate. 

On motion, resolved, that the thanks of 
this Synod be tendered to the Trustees of - 
Jefferson College for their generosity in al- 
lowing us the use of the College Hall. 

On m: ition, rese/ved, that the minutes be 
published in the Religious Monitor, and . 
that the same number of extra copies which 
was ordered last year be printed. 

After prayer, singing the 133 Psalm, and 
the Apostolical benedic ‘tion pronounced by . 
the Moderator, the Synod adjourned to meet 
at Philadelphia on the 4th Wednesday oi 














May, 1832, at 4 o’clock, P. M 
. O.| Counties. | States. | Fam. |Com. | 
Penn. | 85 208 
Crawford do 
Mercer do | | 
| Beaver do | 60) 140 
t do | do | Tol Wal 
} do do | 64) 120) 
Butler j do | 72; 135) 
jColumbiana | Ohio. | 
do t do | 75| 290 
Reaver i Penn 
Columbiana | Ohio. 70, 150) 
[Trambu'l | do; 6?| 39) 
| do j dy 79) M5} 
Mercer } Penn. 100) = 205; 
do do 28 73} 
do | do ob $2} 
| do | do 34] ray] 
‘Crawford do | 
do do 
Venango j do 
Mercer ) do 52 70) 
do } co | 41} 
do i do Bit 
|Batler H do 
| do | do i 
do | do | j 
i 
' 


' 
i 





























“Ministers. if ~ Congregations. | Nearest P.O. a Counties. | States. Fum. | Com. 
Robert Bruce Pittsburgh 'Pittsbugh _—‘|Allegheny Penn | 150} 320) 
John France Glade-Run Bakerstowa ‘Butler | do 60 21M), 
John Dickie Rich-Ttill Kittanning ‘Armstrong do ; 100) = 150) 
Joseph Scroggs |Fairfield iLigonier e estmoreland do | ; 300 
ifugh Kirkland — Bethel, Xe. Freeport Allegheny | do | M0, 250 
David Blair Indiana, <* Judiana |Indiana do | 350 
3 , Cherry-Run /Armstrong do | 

ames M’Carrell Upper Piney do | do | 65 
oncord 1 do j do 25 60 
(Lower. Piney do | do | 
a |Mahoning Indiana | do 8 30 
Vacancies. Besnchah do | do | 15} all 
Blairsville | -do do | 
_ Jefferson Jefferson | do ° 
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Ministers. Congreg rations. ae mace earest P. 0} Counties. | States.'Fam. | Com. | 
James Adams Massies Creek \Nenia Greene Ohio. | 125] 270) 
| ( Pistol Creek (Blount 'Ten. 2 | >| , 
David Carson 4 Big Spring and |Maryville | do do ¢; 82) 
| | Fork Creek | Monroe | do j 31 53 
Park Ind ? | } 
Nath. Ingles | {Crawfordville |Montgomery {| do &! 50 
| € Burnets Creek Cass | do $ 
James Temple ton |Sugar Creek PMellbrooke Greene Ohio | 0 126 
ey Saamue!l Wilson = | Xenia jXenia | do do | 67 156 
ale lf ea Jefferson Ind. } 
* i ey ' i¢ alc 
‘ John Wallace | | i Crock IGallatin = Igo t] 80, 123 
a i Clarke Clarke ido | 
a ( |Darby Madison }Ohio. 
} |\Salem Knox Tenn. 16\ 45 
| Limestone Washington | do 9} 30 
g - | |Belifontain | Logan iGhio. | 
‘ )\Caesar \Greene i do | 
» Gediee’s- \Cincinnati | Hamilton ; as 4 } 
Otter Creek i Jenniugs jIndia. | 
Wild Cat i | do ; 
Salt River | es. 4 ! | 
Rocky Spring \Washivgton iVa 
i STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESB iTE RY OF MUSKINGUM. 
. Ministers Congregations Nearest P O.\ Counties. |States.| Pam. | Com. 
John Walker Unity [New Athens |Harrison Ohio | 85) 196) 
roste me } 
Samuel Irvine } ae : i Wooster | Wayne do | 75) 120) 
— 1 § Cadiz In li: |Harrison do | 59 126 
aaa See |} Piney Fork sana Jefferson do | 45 92 
_ To. | §¢ Bloomfield . - 4 Muskingum | do 78, 150 
i daniel Me Lane Q ‘ambridge i‘ ambridge Gacmnesy | do j Is i 
4 Mount Pleasant iMt. Pleasant (Jefferson | do | 3 60 
seph Clokey < Me Mahon’s Ck. |Belmont | do | 27 50 
M4 Belmont do do 26 ist) 
eo oe : § Londonderry le 33 eee juuernse i do 56 120 
\ndrew Isaac > Sharon Londonderry iGlessiees, do 15 Bt 
( Mansfield Mansfield | Richland ; do 
Samuel Hindman {+ Clear Creek do ; do 
Washington Marion do 
Jonathan’s C’k. Somerset Perry } do 
| Licking irville Muskingum | do 
Truro Columbus Franklin | do | 
| |Goshen ) Perry ; do , 
. } ‘Millersburgh 'Millersburgh |Holmes | do 
* dCancHes-* \Carmel Leesburgh Tuscarawas | do 
| Mohican Wayne | do ! | 
Newman’s Creck do do 
Paris \Plymouth Richland | do } 
i¢ Eden ‘Bloom Seneca do | 


STATISTICAL 
Ministers Cong 
Ebenezer 

Timber Ridge 
| ( Broad Creek 


A. Heron 


T Ietehe 16 Shiloh 
i Ketchen ? Ne ily s Creek 
A. Anderson 1} oe 
John Wallace |New Lebanon 
ae rna 
James Lyle > Little River 
1 Bethel 
. van | § Sharon 
W.M.MElwee | ; Tirseh 
| ( Nob Creek 
} Pisgah 
Joseph Banks . 
- |) Bethany 
(Pastor Elect.) | | Sardis 


Without cha. 


( ' Virgin Spring 
Wr. Dixon | 
B 
| 
| 


New- “Stirling 
Vacancies 


Cochran’s Vale 
Piedmont 


TABLE 


egations. 





OF THE 


Nearest P. O. mT 


| Lexio gto mn 

| ‘do 
Fancy Hill 

| Lancaster 
Charlotte 
Union 

‘Chester 
Youngs 

| Winsborough 


Yorkville 
‘Wilsons 


Yorkville 


Statesville 
| do 


|Mount Mourne 


iota Fort" Qo 
lold Fort 


Franklin 


PRESBYTERY OF 


Counties. | Stutes.} 
fe kbridge |Va. | 
iL ancaster 6. C. | 
| York | do | 
|Mecklenburgh iN. C 
| Monroe \Va 
|\Chester Ss. C 
Fairfield | do | 

do do | 
'York ' do | 
do do j 
iLincoln N.C. j 
) do | do \ 
\York 5. C 
| Union do 
\Irede] w.G. ! 
} do i do | 
do do | 
do do | 
|Burke do | 
do | do | 
Marcor an 


Fam. 





THE Cc AROLIN 4S 


Com. |Cai'ns. 
167| 
oar ; 
247; 434 
61) 92 
60) 4 
Gs 107 
102) 157 
59 77 
‘ 
} 
? 
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STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF CHARTIERS. 
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~~ Ministers. Congregations. | Nearest P.O. |Counties.  |States.| Fam. |Com. | . 
i * Monteur’s Run /Clinton Allegheny Penn. 67; 157 
Wa. Wilson Noblesbargh ies do do 3 c. 
. : ashington | do 4 
‘Thomas Allison mr og W. Middletown Sy Va. 26 61 
James Ramsa Chartiers Cannonsburgh {Washington (Penn. 340 
David F 4 N. & S. Buffaloe | Washington do do 110) 240 
lex. Wils Peter's Creek do do 
Alex. Wilson Pigeon Creek .~ ae em 
Mt. Pleasant : o 0 5 ; 
Alex. Donnan Burgetstown Hickory do do 85; 180 | 
(|\Congre’n. of Ohio Reaver do 
Vacancies. ¢ |\Washington Washington | do 
} (Ser. & King’s Ck. Beaver do 116) 264 
STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF PHILADELPHIA. 
Ministers. | Congregations. Nearest P. O., Counties. | States.| Fam. | Com. 
Francis Pringle {Carlisle ,_ [Gatliste |, (Cumberland Penn. | 15)? 
» ‘or ae Mercersburgh ercersbur Franklin 
F. W. M'Naughton! } \7eConnelsburgh & lBedford =| 46] 102 
T. Beveridge |Philadelphia ‘Philadelphia | Philadelphia do 70; 154 
Octorara Lancaster do 
W. Easton Muddy Ruan ‘Octarara do do 50: 141 
| ( E. Nottingham Chester do 
A. Whyte, Jr. | Baltimore Baltimore Baltimore Md. 26 62 | 
Without cha. Guinston York Penn. 42} 113 j 
Vacancies ‘Lower Chanceferd do do 20 54 
Tho. B. Ciarkson (Huntingdon Huntingdon do 100 


STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF CAMBRIDGE. 








abiinislers. 





















































Congregations. Nearest P. O.| Counties. |States.| Fam. | Com. \cat’ns. 
Alex: Bullions Cambridge {Cambridge Washington _|N. Y- 130) 337 
James P. Miller Argyle |Argyle do do 140; 330!) 553 
James Irvine Hebron | West Hebron do do 66) 162 
A, Gordon Putnam Putnam do do 46 89 
'T. Goodwillie | Barnet Barnet Caledonia Vert. 80| 200 
Wa. Pringle Ryegate Ryegate = do < 50 = 
em ashington (N. Y. 5) 
Vacancies. ; North Argyle | et 
Without cha. } 
A, Whyte, Sen. i i 
STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF ALBANY. 

Ministers. Congregations. Nearest P.O.| Counties. States | Fam. | Com |cat’ns. 
Andrew Stark New-York Ist New- York New-York N. Y. 1 275 
James Martin Alban Alban Albany do 60) 125 
Peter Campbell Florida Florida eer “wand do 65| = 132) 

John G. Smart \Johnstown Johnstown ° do 16 31 59 

John Russell Stamford Queenston U. Ca. 25; 100 

Without cha. Bovina Delaware N. Y. 80 
Vacancies .| } York Livingston do 

Robert Laing Dumfries J. Ca. 

Peter Bullions New York 2d New York New York N. Y. 

Thomas Ferrier | 











List of Ministers and Preachers without Permanent Settlements. 
John Kendall, John Hindman, William Douthet, James Wallace, David Gordon, James Rodgers, 
James C. Bruce, Horace Thompson, Duncan Stalker. 


—p— 
SUMMARY OF THE PRECEDING TABLES. 











Presbyieries. Ministers. —- -——" we Fam. | Com’s. | Catechumens. 
Cambridge 7 8 512 1263 553 
Carolinas 8 24 360 764 961 
Ohio 9 29 872 2045 
Chartiers 6 13 590 1656 
Miami 6 28 430 980 
Philadelphia 6 ll 269 773 
Allegheny 7 14 498 1775 
Muskingum 7 25 517 1030 
Albany ’ 8 9 266 743 59 
Ministers without charge 9 

73 156 | 4364 | 12029 1573 
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CASE OF THE REY. A. BARNES. 


The General Assembly occupied Friday morn- 
ing, May the 27th, 1831, in hearing all the docu- 
ments in the case of Mr. Barnes. The former 
Stated Clerk of Presbytery, the Rev. Thomas J. 
Biggs, read the records of the Presbytery of Phil- 
adetphia; and as he proceeded, the Rev. Dr. Ely, 
the Rev Wm M Engles, and the Rev. Dr. =ki:,.- 
ner read the Protests, Dissents, and Answers 
which had been read in the inferior judicatory. 

The sermon which has occasioned all this con- 
troversy, having been read before Presbytery, 
was read this morning before the Assembly by its 
author, from the pulpit; and during this third 
public delivery of it, many members of the Snu- 
preme Judicatory, ana more of the audience were 
moved to prayers and tears. 

After a session of five hours devoted to this bu- 
siness, the Assembly adjourned to meet at 4 0’- 
clock, P. M., at which time they re-assembled. 
The Comp.aint of the Minority, which was 
published in our last paper, was then read: after 
which Dr. Miller moved the commitment of all 
the papers in the case of Mr. Barnes, to a com- 
mitte, for the purpose of their reporting some 
minute which should be a settlement of the whcle 
affair. The parties consented to submit the whole 
matter without any argument; provided the As 
sembly should refer the same tosuch a committee 
appointed in the usual way. The motion for com- 
mitment, with consent of parties prevailed; and 
the Moderator soon after announced as_ the 
Committee, Dr. Miller, Dr. Matthews, Dr. Lan- 
sing, Dr. Fisk, Dr Spring, Dr. M’Dowell, Rev. 
Leonard Bacon, Rev. Frederick A. Ross, Rev. 
Elipha White, Mr. Jessup and Mr. Napier. Af- 
ter the appointment of this committee, the nu- 
merous audience which had filled the church, 
for the purpose of hearing the argument, began 
to disperse. On the evening of the 27th, the 
above named committee met and held a general 
conference on the subject of their appointment. 

On Saturday May 28th the committee of bills 
and overtures presented a petition from the minor- 
ity of the Presbytery of Philadephia, dated May 
26th, that they might be detached from the Presby- 
tery of Philadelphia, and constituted a 2d Presby- 
tery of Philadelphia. After considerable agitation 
and discussion, the previoas question was called for; 
whereupon it was decided that the main question 
should not be put at all; so that the consideration of 
the overture was hereby indefinitely postponed, 

On the same day the representation of certain 
Elders from Churches in Cincinnati was over- 
tured; in which they complain of the republica- 


tion of the sermon of Mr. Barnes on the ay of 


Salvation, in that city; in connection with the pre- 
face in which Mr. Barnes is announced as a member 
of the Board of Missions to the injury of the rep- 
utation of said Board: and the overture prays the 
Assembly to consider and condemn the errors con- 
tained in said sermon. The consideration of this 
overture was indefinitely postponed by a great mae 
jority. 

On the afternoon of May 20th, 1831, the com- 
mittee of eleven on the case of Mr. Barnes, pre- 
sented the fellowing report, which was accepted 
and adopted with scarcely a division, viz. ‘* That 
after bestowing upon the case the most deliberate 
and serious consideration, the Committee are of 
the opinion, that it is neither necessary nor for 
edification, to go into the discussion of all the 
various and minute details which are comprehend- 
ed in the documents relating to this case. For the 
purpose, however, of bringing the matter in con- 


troversy, as far as possible toa regular afid satis- 
factory issue, they would recommend to the As- 
sembly the adoption of the following resolutions: 

1. Resolved, That the General Assembly, while 
it appreciates the conscientious zeal for the purity 
of the Church, by which the Presbytery of Phil- 
adelphia is believed to have been actuated in its 
proceedings in the case of Mr. Barnes; and while 
it judges that the sermon by Mr. Barnes, entitled 
‘The Way of Salvation,’ contains a number of 
unguarded and objectionable passages; yet it is of 
the opinion, that. especially after the explanations 
which were given by him of those passages, the 
Presbytery ought to have suffered the whole to 
pass without further notice. 

2. Resolved, That in the judgmentof this As- 
sembly, te Presbytery of Philadelphia ought to 
suspend all turther proceedings in the case of 
Mr. Barnes. 

3. Resolved, That it will be expedient, as soon 
as the regular steps can be taken, to divide the 
Presbytery of Philadelphia, in such way as _ will 
be best calculated to promote the peace of the 
Ministers and Churches belonging to the Presby- 
tery. 

With respect to the abstract points proposed to 
the Assembly for their decision in the Reference 
of the Presbytery, the Committee are of the 
opinion, that if they be answered they had better 
be discussed and decided in thesi, separate from 
the case of Mr. Barnes.”’ 

In the foregoing report the committee were 
entirely unanimous; end of the Assembly no 
more than three voices were heard in the nega- 
tive. Thus under akind Providence, the war- 
fare against Mr. Barnes has terminated for a time, 
and we hope forever. 

While the above report was under discussion, 
the Rev. Wm. L. M’Calla, presented to the mode- 
rator a letter,which he declared to be in the nature 
of a plea on the case, and not proper to be read, 
after the submission of the parties on Friday last. 
An appeal was taken from this decision; but the 
chair was supported by a very large majority. 

The Assembly having commenced their atten- 
tion to this painful busizess with public prayer, 
agreed to spend a little season in special thanks- 
giving to God for the unanimity with which the 
Assembly have come to their decision in this bu- 
siness.—[ Philadelphian. 

The following ‘* editorial” from the same paper 
exhibits the views of the friends of Mr. Barnes 
in relation to the above proceedings of the Assem- 
bly in his case; and according to our view, it isa 
correct paraphrase giving the true spirit and mean- 
ing of the judicial prozedure of that Ecclesiastical 
court ina notorious case of gross heresy! 

A SHORT PARAPHRASE. 

Resolved; That the General Assembly of 1831, 
while it duly appreciates for as much as it is 
worth, whether much or litile, according to the 
value fixed in every member's mind, the consci- 
entious Zeal for the purity of the Church by which 
the Presbytery of Philadelphia is believed, on 
their own testimony concerning themselves, to 
have been actuated in its unconstitutional pro- 
ceedings in the case of Mr. Barnes, and while it 
judges that the sermon by Mr. Barnes, entitled 
** the way of salvation,’ contains a number of 
unguarded and therefore objectionable passages; 
yet it is of the opinion, that especially after the 
satisfactory and candid explanations which were 
riven by him, in the statement presented by Dy 
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- Ely, of those passages, the Presbytery ought to 


have suffered the whole to pass without further 
notice: but this they did not, and therefore must 
be blamed for acting contrary to obligations 
resting on them, to the great annoyance and dis- 
quiet of the Church of God. 


—<j>——- 


The following i¢ from the ‘‘ Presbyterian,”’ a 
paper designed to aid the orthodox cause in the 
General Assembly. The editor speaks like one 
who sets a value upon the truth, and who instead 
of flattering and complimenting his church on ac- 
count of her “talent, learning, efficiency, and 
harmony,” uses the language of lamentation, on 
account of the dangerous errors, which he finds 
judicially cherished in her bosom, and which if 
not speedily corrected must drink up her vitals. 


The last General Assembly.—We suspected that 
cousiderable difference of sentiments on various 
points of doctrine and ecclesiastical policy existed 
among the ministers and members of our churches : 
but not until the last Assembly had developed its 
character, were we at all aware of the extent of 
this difference. ‘The whole body appeared to us to 
be made up of three parties; and we use the word 
[ parties] in no invidious sense ,but merely as conven- 
rent for the purpose of analysis, or distribution. ‘The 
first party, (and we were glad to see that it was a 
highly respectable one in numbers, piety and talent,) 
consisted of those who adhere strictly, in doctrine, 
to the formularies of our Church, as these have 
been understood and interpreted by the sound di- 
divines of the seventeenth and eightcenth centuries. 
Asociated with these, were a few Hlopkiusians of 
the Old School, who differ from the former only ou 
some abstract and minor points of doctrine, and 
harmonize with them entirely in their views of the 
constitution and order of the Presbyterian Church. 
The second party consisted of those whose views 
of doctrine, government and discipline are in their 
own apprehension, more accommodated to the spirit 
of the age, more liberal, and unconfined by the 
“ fiame-work” of systems. Some of these hold 
sentiments which cannot be reconciled to the doc- 
trines of our standards, even upon the loose con- 
structive principles of the modern exegesis; and 
they evinced a very defective attachment, perhaps 
unconsciously, to the provisions of our Constitution. 
The third party were of a mixed character as to 
doctrinal sentiments, agreeing in measures of a 
compromising nature, witn a view to peace; and 
consequently they sometimes acted with the first 
party, and sometimes with the second. 

Such, upon the whole, as it appeared to us, was 
the mixed character of this last Assembly: and 
while we respect the piety and talents of the greater 
portion of that body, and considering them in their 
official character, as forming the highest Judicato- 
ry of the Presbyterian Chuich, we would duly hon- 
or them; nevertheless, fur the truth’s sake, for the 
Church’s sake, and for the honour of our Covenant 
God, we are constrained to say, that we saw with 
the most painful feelings, manifest indications of a 
spirit, which if not overruled and restrained by the 
Great Head of the Church—if not promptly and 
prayerfully resisted by the faithful servants of 
Christ—will in a few years, overrun our churches 
with error, and tread the wholesome provisions of 
our Constitution in the dust. We feel constrained 
to say, that uoless our brethren, who love the insti- 
tutions of the Church, and the “form of sound 
words” which hitherto has been the bond of union, 
the instrument of prosperity, and the distinguishing 






















































glory of our Church, open their eyes to the perils, 
which surround that cause to which they are devo- 
ted—which they are under solemn obligations (o 
maintain—and exert themselves, in dependence up- 
ov God, for the purity of the Church in doctrine 
and discipline, and for the permanency and efficien- 
cy of her institutions—the time is vot far distant 
when the Lord wil! convince them of the folly oi 
seeking a temporary repose at the expense of his 
sacred, sanctifying truth. 
As we intend hereafter to recur to this subject, we 
shall not pursue it any farther at present, than to 
lay before our readers some published evidences of 
the departure of a portion of the masters and teach- 
ers in our Israel from the sound and scriptural doc- 
trines of our standards. 
Our first extract is from the published letter of a 
Tennessee clergyman, who, if we are not misinz 
furmed, acted in some of the most important com- 
mittees of the last Assembly. 
“Surely they may lop off the most of us, if we 
must believe men are guilty of Adam’s sin—born 
with a created depravity—naturally unable to obey 
God—the atonement in its nature adapted to just so 
many—offered in sincerity to those for whom it is in 
no sense provided—regeneration the creation of the 
new spiritual sense, tuste, relish, &e. Now, if the 
denial of all this is heresy, then, be it known in 
Gath, lam guilty. 1 can believe these positions 
jast as readily as I can embrace transubstantiation. 
It does not surprise me, when I reflect, however, to 
hear other brethren declare their faith in these 
things, for, Iam satisfied, man can believe any and 
every thing.” 
This extract contains a gross misrepresentation 
of some of the doctrines avowediy renounced; but 
this seems to be incident to the school to which he 
belongs, and the well-informed reader will at once 
perceive adenial of the guilt of Adam’s first sin, 
imputed to bis posterity ; the corruption of our na- 
ture, and consequent inability to obey the holy law 
of God; a limited atonement; and the new creation 
wrought by the Holy Spirit in regeneration. 
Our next extract is from the report of the proceed - 
ings of the General Assembly, furnished by a mem- 
ber, for the Albany Telegraph: 
* That there are real differences in sentiment in 
the Presbyterian Church cannot be denied. ‘The 
principal of these differences are going to demand 
the attention of this Assembly, The first I have al- 
ready alluded to—It is doctrinal, involving the 
questions— First. Whether the atonement and jus- 
tification are commercial transactions ; the first being 
the literal payment of a debt contracted by those 
who will be saved, and the second the acceptance 
of that payment, because it is so imputed to the sin- 
ner, that he is considered as having paid it; or 
whether the first is a great governmental transac- 
tion, by which as performed, God can be just in 
justifying every one that believeth. Second: Whe- 
ther we are held to be justly exposed to suffer the 
everlasting pangs of hell for that sin of Adam of 
which we were in no sense guilty. Third: Whe- 
ther men are unable literally, or only unwilling to 
accept the offered mercy. The other difference is 
in answering the question whether the General As- 
sembly ought to discontinue the patronage of all 
yoluntary associations for Missions, education, &c., 
and take up the subject as an organized body.” 
In this, as in the preceding paragraph, there is an 
utter misconception and misstatement of the opin- 
ions and views of the orthodox, which we shall not 
stop, at present, to point cut. But any one may 
gather from it, that the writer denies the vicarious 
nature of the atonement—the imputation of Christ’s 
righteousness in justification—the doctrine of origi- 
nal sin—and the corruption of our nature; also a 
determination to prefer voluntary associations for 
benevolent purposes to those orgr nized and support. 
ed by the Church. 
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But wh Whuing admit that there 

e differences of sentiment among Presbyterian 
ministers, the yen feayour to cover up the matter as 
wwuch as possible by representing them as of minor 
moment, “more verbal than real.” We think it 
unfair to blind the churches and perhaps deceive 
ourselves, by this kind of policy. Let us be open, 
candid, and sincere. If we differ, why should it 
not be known to those who have a deep interest in 
our differences? The correspondent of the New- 
York Observer in this city who appears to have the 
unhappy skill of aggravating every thing that was 
blameworthy in the diseussions of the last Assembly, 
by affecting to palliate them, thus expresses him- 
self :— 

“Oh yes, we are brethren, and although there are 
some shades of difference among us, on some points, 
they are more verbal than real. [here is not on 
earth a body of ministers of equai numbers that pos- 
sess more talent, learning, efficiency and harmony, 
than the Presbyterian Church in the United States 
contains. These excitements are but temporary. 
We may possibly divide in a few years; but it will 
be an amicable separation; and what is more, it will 
be a geographical division But although we may 
be divided at some future day, yet the Presbyterian 
and Congregational churches will be essentially one 
hody—united in spirit—united in great and good ef- 
farts to extend the Redeemer’s kingdom.” 

Now, while this sortof language will answer the 
purpose very well, of soothing the vanity, and be- 
guiling into slumber the watchfulness of some good- 
natured brethren, and many of the people, what 
does it contribute to the remedy of the evil? In- 
stead of laying the wound open, that the extent of 
the evil may be seen and provided against, it mere- 
ly closes itup with a bit of court-plaister, that it 
may fester more deeply and more deadly. If some 
ot our brethren are willing to shut their own eyes, 
wad to hinder others as muchas possible from seeing 
the disagreeable truth, that there are wile diiferen- 
ces of sentiment among us; they may rest assured 
that the world and our brethren of other denomina- 
tions see it clearly enough. Let us hear the remarks 
of the New-York Christian Advocate and Journal, 
fa methodist paper} and we shall be convinced of 
this. 

From this,” viz: the unanimity with which the 
resolutions offered by the committee on the Rey. 
hir. Barnes’ case, were adopted, “from this and 
other circumstances which have occurred in the 
Assembly at its present session, it appears that the 
new divinity, or the late modifications of the old 
system of Calvinism, is becoming more and more 
prevalent in the Presbyterian Chareh. How these 
modifications can be reconciled with the long estab- 
lished standards of that church we cannot tell; but 
we should hope that the light which seems to have 
been so far reflected upon the minds of a majority 
of the Assembly as to enable them to see the errors 
of a limited atonement, and to fix the responsibility 
of man on its true foundation, namely, humar liberty 
will continue to penetrate until it fully reveals the 
incompatability of these scriptural doctrines with 
the doctrine of unconditional election and reproba- 
tion.” 


Since the discrepancy between our standards and 
a considerable body of our ministers is abundantly 
manifest ; we ask again, why it ought to be con- 
cealed or palliated? We cannot conceive of any 
good purpose which it would promote ; but we think 
that its Open and honest avowai may be truly bene- 
ficial to ali parties. It will lead people to think and 
pray over these differences, and to read the scrip- 
tures and examine more carefully for themselves.— 
The prevailing errors will be more generally discus- 
sed,and if this be done in a christian manner and 
& pious spirit, the truth will be honoured, and many 


t ¢ 
who have entered the path of error mez be reclais 


LSS. be 


Cis ¢ 0 


ed. The mew ix churches are too gene: 
ally but superficially acquainted with the doctrines 
of their own standards. Any event which may be 
the meansof awakening tlem to an interest in that 
system of divine truth which is the instrument of the 
Holy Spirit, in gathering, sanctifying and saving 
the church, must ultimately be a blessing to them 
and to all the people of God. And hence, since it 
cannot be denied that errors have crept into the 
Presbyterian church, we cannot lament, but on the 
contrary, we feel thankfal to God that the last As- 
sembly was permitted to disclose the real character 
of its constituent parts ; for, we trust, the Lord has 
permitted it in order that he may chastise his people 
for past remisness, and lead them back to the pure 
waters from which they have strayed, or are in dan- 
ger of straying. 


OG 


THE AMERICAN CHRISTIAN EXPOSITOR. 

We have received the first number of a new 
montnly publication bearing the above title. The 
work is ** designed to promote the influence of 
sound principles and social order.” The Rev. Dr. 
M’Leod of New York is the editor; who, it ap- 
pears from the sNTRODUCTION, acts under an ap- 
pointment received from THE REFORMED PRES- 
BYTERIAN SYNOD. From the reputation of the 
editor as a scholar and divine, may we not hope 
that his magazine will prove an auxiliary in the 
cause of truth and godliness—that it will really 
** promote the influence of sound principles and 
social order.” 


—_~<.>--— 


CORRECTIONS. 

The report of the Missionaries and also that of 
the Board of Managers of the Theological Halt 
should have been inserted on page 19, 20, imme- 
diately after the report of the Presbytery of Mi- 
The mistake arose 1n consequence of the 
minute referring to these reports being contained 
on a separate slip of paper, and was not discover- 
ed till after the sheet was worked off. 

> The discourse on Phil. iv. 7. which appear- 
ed in the last Monitor, was inserted through a mis- 
understanding, contrary to the intention of the 
author. 


ami. 


—<— 


TO THE PATRONS OF THE RELI- 
GLOUS MONITOR. 


The publishers of this work, in com- 
mencing their eighth volume, feel constrain- 
ed to acknowledge the good providence of 
God, which has thus far sustained it, by in- 
ducing so large a number of the brethren of 
the Associate Church to give it countenance 
and support, by their subscriptions and by 
their contributions to its pages. 

The causes which fisrt led to the belief that 
a work of this kind was called for in the As- 
sociate Church, do not only continue, but 
have been greatly augmented. The signs, 
both within and without the visible church, 
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admonish us that the true Israel of God, is 
in our day but a feeble and scattered rem- 
nant, although a great multitude are crying 
Lord! Lord! And the reasons for lamenta- 
tion are increased from the consideration 
that many of those calling themselves chil- 
dren of the reformers, and still nominally re- 
taing forms ef sound words, have, by their 
solemn, judicial acts, declared error in doc- 
trine to be a venial offence,—have retained 
in the communion of the church and office 
of the ministry, men of cor: upt minds, rep- 
robate concerning the faith,—have frown- 
ed upon any degree of faithfulness in con- 
tending for the truth that has occasionally 
been exhibited, and have rewarded with 
the highest ecclesiastical honors men that 
have declared the Westminster Confession 
*‘unscriptural and absurd,” after having 
virtually sworn to embrace it and abide b 
it, as a faithful exhibition of the doctrines 
taught in the holy scriptures. Hence, disci- 
pline, so far as error is concerned, exists only 
in name. Indeed abuses of various kinds 
are left to grow up rank and foul, unmo- 
Jested. Satan is transformed into an angel 
of light. The openly heretical appear as 
the great champions of picty in promoting 
and abetting the new system of Revivalism. 
Horrid blasphemies are uttered from the 
pulpit; the conceits of carnal hearts are 
oo upon the ignorant for precious truth. 
egal preaching lamentably prevails ; the 
terrors of the law are thundered in the ears 
of the people, as if by this means sinners 
could be brought to God, although kept ig- 
norant of the joyful sound of the gospel. 
Unscriptural means are sometimes resorted 
to, and ridiculous proceedings take place, 
by which the scoffer is furnished with mat- 
ter for scoffing, and the infidel emboldened 
in his infidelity. These things cause the 
good ways of the Lord to be evil spoken of. 
Is there not, therefore, a pressing call to 
the members of the Associate Church to 
sustain a work like the Religious Monitor ? 
Need they be told that a spirit of contend- 
ing for the truth is almost extinguished in 
most of the churches calling themselves Re- 
formed? May not the Monitor, under the 
blessing of the church’s Head, prove, in 
some measure, instrumental in keeping alive 


this spirit in the Associate Church, and of 


reviving it elsewhere ? Again, the country is 
literally inundated with rictions under the 
name of religious publications, and does not 
this fact call for a vigorous support of the 
work we are now urging upon the atten- 






































tion of the public? Because, if the Monitor 
should not be sustained, many of its present 
readers would betake themselves to works 
of the above character. And, indeed, 
should all the members of the Associate 
Church who patronize other religious publi- 
cations, give their support to a work pecu- 
liarly devoted to the maintenance of their 
own professed principles, it would continue 
long under a powerful patronage. 

The publishers have secured the services 
of a minister of the Associate Church in the 
editorial department, which, it is hoped and 
confidently believed, will enable them to 
present the work to the public more perfect 
than has heretofore been the case. This 
new arrangement will add to the expenses 
of publication ; but it was deemed necessa- 
ry to the usefulness of the work. Contri- 
butions of original matter, however, are still 
indispensably necessary, and are respectfully 
requested. 


It is perhaps necessary that something 
should be said in relation to a pledge for- 
merly given that the surplus receipts should 
go to the Synod’s fund. Hitherto the sur- 
plus has been small, owing to a great num- 
ber of unsettled accounts. And unless the 
number of subscribers should considerably 
increase, and promptness be observed in 
making remittances, ihe surplus must neces- 
sarily continue small, on account of the ar- 
rangement above referred to, which we 
have made in agreeableness to the recom- 
mendation of a number of our friends, whose 
judgment and advice we feel constrained tu 
follow. 

While our thanks are due toa very great 
number of our patrons for the prompt remit- 
tance of the amount of their subscriptions, 
we are constrained to say that there is great 
backwardness with some in this respect, 
which in some degree cramps our opera- 
tions. 

Owing to a variety of causes, 2 number 
lave discontinued, while the number of new 
subscribers has not equalled them. While the 
publishers are making additional exertion to 
improve the Monitor, it is hoped that cor- 
respondent exertions will be made to extend 
its circulation. 

With the above statement we commence 
our eighth volume, relying upon the bless- 
ing of God to sustain it, and humbly trust- 
ing that he will make it an instrument for 
promoting the cause of truth, righteousness 
and peace among us. 
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In addition to the ministers and itinerating preachers of the Associate church, who are author 
- toreceive subscriptions and money, and give receipts, the following persons are authorized to act 
agents: 


Wm. Stevenson, Jun., Cambridge, Washington Wm. M. Goodwillie, Barnet, Vt. 


Co. N. Y. Wm. Morris, Esq. Baltimore, Md. ~ 
James M’Lelland, New-York City. Andrew Monroe, Cannonsburgh, Pa. 
George M’Queen, Esq. Schenectady. John M’Cleary, York,’] Co. N. Y. 
A. Bachop, Argyle, Washington Co. N. Y. Philip Watts, Shelbyville, Ky. — 
Wm. Dickey, Pittsburgh, Pa. James Galloway, Jr., Xenia, Ohio. 


Subscribers in Indiana, Ilinois, and Missouri, are requested to make payment to the Synod’s 
rionaries, who wil! also receive and forward the names of new subscribers. 


Agents or others may enclose money to us at Our risk, and at our expense where more than $5 is 
closed. 


icPThe Post-Office to which the work is directed should a 
icPways be named, when money is forwarded. ‘This is very i 
portant; for it is the only. guide we have to give credits acc 
‘rately, as there is a number of names alike on our list, direc 


icPed to different Post-Offices..£)} 


Terms $2 00 per annum, payable in advance or at the annual meeting of the Associate Synod. 


*,” All letters relating to the Monitor, whather they contain communications for our pages, orn 


of subscribers, or remittances of money, should be addressed to B. D. Packanp & Co. or to Cmatn. 
cey Wegster, 71 State-street, Albany. 


se 
FPISHER & ERSKINE’S CATECHISM, 


OR 
AN EXPLANATION OF THE ASSEMBLY’S 
SHORTER CATECHISM, 
BY WAY OF QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


A new edition, just published, by Towar J. & D. M. Hogan. No. 
255 Market-street, Philadelphia, where they can be had 
singly, or by the quantity to supply Bible Classes. 

A new edition of Pike & Haword’s Cases of Conscience, just pub- 

lished as above. 











